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All Things New



We have recently bid 2021 goodbye. As the first month of 2022
comes to an end, we wonder if time is passing too fast for our
new year’s resolutions to be put in place.  

We think of the hassle that was 2021, especially for those of us
living in Lebanon. We think about what could have and should
have been — weighing the advantages over the disadvantages
of what we experienced as individuals, families, churches, and
organizations. As difficult as last year may have been
economically, politically, health-wise, relationally, and in other
areas of life, 2022 can still be our chance for new beginnings
and more fruitful times. In all this, let’s not forget who holds
today and tomorrow, the God who sustains all things by his
powerful Word. 

Letting go of the past? It’s hard. Embracing uncertainty? Also
hard. Waiting with positivity and action? Even harder.  

The good news is that uncertainty, when laying it on His feet,
can blossom into stronger faith, more surrendering, and
reassurance. Indeed, this issue of Thimar ushers in several
stories where our waiting has turned to celebration. SKILD
Center will be bringing prom to individuals with special needs!
After a two-year interruption, BCYM was finally able to host a
kids’ camp, where children encountered forgiveness, paving
the way for a new chapter in their lives. Rev. Dr. Elijah Brown
encouraged us with his passion for God’s work around the
world, inspiring new ways of working together as Christians.
Even in a goodbye, like that of our dear colleague Gladys
Haddad Sebali, there is an opportunity for new beginnings.
Finally, we are excited to invite you along on this 2022 journey
through a virtual vision trip.  

We hope you share this longing to start 2022 fresh and new. As
carriers of the torch, let’s continue serving Him more, reaching
out to others, spreading the Good News, and relishing the
blessings it brings to “spend and be spent” for our neighbors,
just as the Good Samaritan did when it was least expected from
Him. 

Editor's Note

By Sandra el Hajj

He who was seated on the throne said, “I am

making everything new!”

                                                                                           Revelation 21:5
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ROYALTY IN GOD’S

EYES

Typically a withdrawn young man, Andrew was dancing
and laughing. His parents were shocked. Their son
doesn’t often get to see people, especially after Lebanon’s
economic crisis left him without schooling.

Yet for one night, he was the life of the party – the king
of the room.

Andrew has Autism Spectrum Disorder, and for a boy
who loves routine and order, Lebanon’s economic
condition has dismantled his world. After the uprising in
2019, his dad lost his job, and his mom only has a part-
time job in the afternoon. This forced Andrew to leave
school and his therapy treatments. Not only that, but he
stays at home all day and rarely sees people outside his
family. When the Smart Kids With Learning Differences
(SKILD) volunteers showed up at his door with gifts and
cheery smiles, it was a surprise that transformed him
from a shy character to one of exuberant joy!

Every year in February, Night to Shine sweeps the
world, bringing prom to individuals with special needs.
It’s a joyful night to remind them that they are royalty in
God’s eyes. 
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With the support of the Tim Tebow Foundation, over
600 global sites hosted more than 100,000 individuals
with special needs to illustrate God’s love for them.

Following a long period of isolation, these special guests
received boxes filled with treats, a bag, a mask, and other
essentials for their confinement at home. When the
SKILD team knocked on the doors, they were eagerly
welcomed by young men and women dressed like
royalty, who could not wait to show off their dance
moves.

This year on February 11, SKILD will be hosting their
fourth annual Night to Shine event. Moving through
individual booths, each individual will safely experience
fun activities like baking cookies, crafting with beads,
having their hair dressed, and even a little paparazzi – in
the form of a photo booth! The team is taking COVID-19
precautions to ensure small groups and masks, but we
are so excited to host a party again. 

B Y  D A N I E L L A  D A O U  

&  S A R A H  J E N N I N G S   

One volunteer from the 2021 event
reminisced, “Talia is also one of the girls
we visited. Talia was born with Down
Syndrome and is full of life. She greeted the
SKILD team with cheering – instead of us
cheering for her first! Although she could
not memorize the dance, we put the music
for her, and she created her own
choreography on the spot. Being with her
and her parents was a joy.”

https://youtu.be/EktJbxyUZcY
https://youtu.be/EktJbxyUZcY
https://www.lsesd.org/skild/


73

In Lebanon, the already serious nature of the
pandemic has been intensified by the economic crisis.
Nearly 42,000 children dropped out of school last
year alone. 50 percent of households cut spending on
education, 15 percent pulled children out of school,
and 9 percent sent children to work, the UN found.

Often the first to feel forgotten, special needs
individuals need this time to remind themselves and
their parents that they are celebrated and important.
We cannot wait to see their wonder and joy when
they arrive at this year’s Night to Shine!

SPONSOR AN INDIVIDUAL

We welcome local volunteers in Beirut to
help with the activity booths. If you’re
international and would like to join in on the
fun, you can sponsor one individual’s Night
to Shine ticket with a gift of $75.

H E L P  U S  R E M I N D  T H E M  T H E Y

A R E  R O Y A L T Y  I N  G O D ’ S

E Y E S  A N D  O U R S !  

Do you remember what the first
community event after lockdown felt like?
To see your friends and have a reason to
dress up – most of us can remember the
exact date. For many of these individuals,
it will be the first special event since the
pandemic started.
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https://mebo.org/night-to-shine/
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiZTYyMzQ0MDgtZTQ2MS00MWM2LTk3M2UtNmFlNWYyMjg5MzVlIiwidCI6Ijc3NDEwMTk1LTE0ZTEtNGZiOC05MDRiLWFiMTg5MjAyMzY2NyIsImMiOjh9
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Lebanon_ERP_2021_2022_378M_Final.pdf
https://mebo.org/night-to-shine/
https://mebo.org/night-to-shine/


When asked about his experience, Alex said, “The best
times were when the kids told their own stories, even
though some seemed uncomfortable on the first day.
They challenged the idea of forgiving. They even used
the words ‘I’ll hit them’, ‘I’ll kill them’, ‘I’m not going to
forgive, why would I?’ 

TALKING ABOUT

FORGIVENESS 

TO THE MOST HURT 

As Christians, we hear and talk so much about
forgiveness and the necessity to forgive. What sounds
good in theory often feels insurmountable when you’ve
been deceived by your supposed-best friend, abused by
your parent, or lied to by your child. Yet conveying the
concept of forgiveness to the most hurt, the most
vulnerable of children, is something else.  

Over 3 days at a church camp, 50 children split into two
shifts and carefully listened to Bible stories on
forgiveness in a well-planned program: the story of the
adulteress in John 8, the Parable of the unforgiving
debtor in Matthew 18, as well as Peter’s question on
forgiveness. Although there were some disagreements
with the idea of forgiveness at first, participation and
interest carried the day. Children asked questions,
engaged in active conversations, shared their own life
experiences, sang along to hymns, played games, and
designed crafts to represent their understanding of
forgiveness.  

The camp took place in Zahleh, the largest city of Beqaa
Governorate and the fourth-largest city in Lebanon. That
is where our local partner church resides, the True Vine
Church, 24 miles from Beirut. Amidst all the uncertainty
that surrounds us, the Lord’s presence and blessings
prevailed in every way.  
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On the second day, they started asking:
‘How do we forgive?’. Children moved
from rejecting the idea to asking how to do
this.  

A Successful  Return to Kids’

Camps After  a  Two-Year

Interrupt ion 

By Sandra el  Haj j

The world has been in a pandemic mode for two years. In Lebanon, the unparalleled economic crisis also aggravated the
situation on social, educational, and philanthropic levels. Children’s camps, a crucial part of our Baptist Children and Youth
Ministry (BCYM) work, were put on hold. For refugee children specifically, camp programs were necessary to ease the
burdens of solitude and confinement, providing a safe environment to develop social skills, express feelings, and above all,
to encounter Jesus.  

Planning a kids’ camp in restricted health conditions was no small challenge. However, with the heartfelt calling of our
partner, First Baptist Church Alexandria, a new hope arose. When the health situation finally started to improve last
December (before it worsened again), Alex, Ross, Jason, and Nick came from Virginia to serve in a Syrian refugee kids
camp in Lebanon. It was their first time to experience serving in the Middle East.  

What’s more unique about following Jesus than
forgiveness? It is so unique that you don’t have to earn
it, unlike all other religions of the world! And when we
know that God has forgiven us, it’s our turn to forgive
others.”  

Broken by the brutal losses of family members due to
war, these kids were able to at least overcome the
barrier of anger, bitterness, distrust, and started asking
“what is forgiveness” and “how can I forgive”, and “how
can we know that God forgives our sins”? This is when
we start to reap the fruits of our labor.  



For Jason, the team leader, the camp was an amazing
experience. He was impressed to see how much
influence the organization and the church had on the
children they had reached.  

Well, this was not just another heartwarming story for
the ears to be “itched”. There are lessons to be learned.
We’ll leave you with two thoughts to ponder: 

Most of the time, we seem to hold tight to anger and
hurt, but seeing these children, living in such dire
circumstances, coping with so much loss and
devastation, are we still allowed to feel bitter? When we
encounter the most vulnerable and underprivileged
who still struggle daily just to survive heat, cold,
hunger, illiteracy, and other aspects that do not affect
our lives even by inches, open up to the idea of Jesus
and forgiveness, shouldn’t we feel ashamed? 

One more time, Paul’s words in Colossians echo: “My
grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect
in weakness. Therefore, I will boast all the more gladly
about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest
on me.” We are the strongest when we are the weakest,
for it is God who works in us and around us when we
are empty from all boasting and self-assurance. Even
when the situation feels as if “our ship was caught by
the storm and could not head into the wind", we can
trust God is in control. Despite the political, economic,
and financial unpredictability our country is facing, this
is when we see our missions multiplying and ministries
expanding.  
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To see those enthusiastic kids who come
from different non-Christian backgrounds,
open to hearing about Jesus, singing,
engaging in spiritual discussions, listening
and talking about it, that blew me away.

— Jason, Team Leader 



GO, SHARE IN SOME 

GOOD TROUBLE

An Interview with

Rev.  Dr .  E l i jah Brown,  

General  Secretary of  the 

Baptist  World Al l iance

By Sarah Jennings

The promise of discipleship with Jesus is that he’ll give
us what we need, so we can then turn and share with
others in need.  
 
Paul writes in Philippians 4:13-14, “I can do all
things through him who strengthens me. Yet it was kind
of you to share my trouble.” 
 
Christians often focus on that first inspirational verse,
which is a comfort indeed. Brown chose a different,
unusual direction – zooming in on the Greek word for
“share” in verse 14. Only used three times in the New
Testament, he explained that Paul added a deeper
meaning, which is the idea of “being connected to
participate in” the troubles. 
 
Brown encouraged the team, “In the New Testament, an
expanded translation writes it this way. ‘You did a
beautiful thing when you made yourselves fellow
partakers with me in my trouble.’ 

This is what you are doing right here, here at LSESD.
You are doing a beautiful thing – not an easy thing… but
as we share in the troubles of others, Paul writes that it
is a beautiful thing.” 

Esther used her voice to prevent a genocide in modern
day Iran. Moses stood in front of Pharoah to free the
Israelites from slavery. Nehemiah asked the Persian king
for authorization to rebuild walls to protect Jerusalem.  
 
These biblical figures all have one thing in common: they
used their connections to speak up on behalf of those
who were powerless. The Baptist World Alliance (BWA),
a global network of 47 million Baptists in 126 countries
and territories, reflects this call to Christians to use their
voice to impact the world for Christ.  

“Believers in Christ are to take two steps. First, we are to
expose injustice [by speaking out in our communities].
Second, we are to be connected and associate ourselves
with those who are experiencing those difficulties,”
explained Rev. Dr. Elijah Brown, General Secretary of
BWA. 

His message, given to the LSESD staff on the Arab Baptist
Theological Seminary (ABTS) campus, reminded the
team that Jesus will strengthen us in this calling to share
in the troubles of the world. 
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Rev. Dr. Elijah Brown and his wife Amy
traveled from the USA to Lebanon this
January to visit pastors and churches
across the country. Brown is the General
Secretary of the Baptist World Alliance
(BWA) and close partner of LSESD.
During his time in Beirut, he led the
weekly devotional for the LSESD staff, and
we interviewed him about his passion for
God’s mission around the world.  

It is good and useful when you share with
those facing injustice, persecution, and
difficulty. 

https://www.baptistworld.org/
https://www.baptistworld.org/general-secretary/
https://abtslebanon.org/


Dar Manhal Al Hayat (DMAH), our publishing house,
visits book fairs in Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, and Syria.  
 
Yet there is room to grow. 
 

 
We have a long legacy to look back on for inspiration.
Baptist World Aid, a key ministry of BWA, has been
responding to people in need since 1920, catalyzed by
the Spanish flu pandemic and aftermath of World War I.
At LSESD, we are thankful to stand together with a
global Christian community to give aid to communities
in need.  
 
It’s time to go out and share in some good trouble.  

As we share in “some good trouble”, we can be
assured that the Lord will strengthen us with
everything, sometimes through the giving of partners
across the world. In Paul’s story, he was supplied and
encouraged (v. 15-16) by the Philippian church. 
 
In the current crisis in Lebanon, we at LSESD feel this
same encouragement from the global Christian
family. Churches across the world are coming
together to work for the common good. Our partners
in churches across Europe, the Americas, Asia, and
Africa are truly our brothers and sisters in the hard
work and good trouble of making an impact for
Christ.  
 
Later that day in his interview, Brown expanded on
how this global connection can inspire Lebanese
churches. Our churches here, even in other contexts
around the world, can play a powerful role – if we
choose to exercise our voice on behalf of those who
are suffering. 
 
“Often when I am on the road, I challenge others to
follow the example that you here in Lebanon are
setting in helping to serve your community. I want to
thank the Lebanese churches and LSESD for the
incredible work that you're doing. Know that your
work is being looked at around the world as a
challenging testimony to live with gospel generosity,”
said Brown. 

The Church here is conscious of their impact in the
region. For example, the Syrian refugee crisis forced
Christians to navigate reconciliation between national
enemies. Students at ABTS hail from all over the
Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region to get
trained for effective ministry, transforming
knowledge into practical impact in their local
communities.
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Rev. Dr. Elijah Brown and his wife Amy joined the LSESD staff for their weekly morning devotional.

“How are the churches in Lebanon going to
use their voice to work for the betterment of
this society for the common good of all, but
also for the challenges that religious
minorities, Christians and others, face
across the region in places like Syria, Iraq,
Jordan, and here in Lebanon as well?”
asked Brown. 
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https://www.baptistworld.org/baptist-world-aid/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pEAFdzSIYjg&t=7s


Saying goodbye is never easy! Especially to a colleague
like Gladys Haddad Sebali who has been with us for 23+
years, i.e. since the founding of LSESD in 1998. 

In 2006, and along with our Youth Minister Rev. Joseph
Kazzi, Gladys played an important role in leading
LSESD’s Baptist Children and Youth Ministry (BCYM)
bringing joy and hope to vulnerable and marginalized
children in Lebanon – both Lebanese as well as Syrian
refugees – assuring them of their value in the eyes of
God and that their challenging circumstances are not a
reflection of His view of them. She worked with local
volunteers leading children’s camps and kids clubs,
young girls at risk too. 
 

In the meantime, our prayer for Gladys

and her family is from Numbers 6:23-26:

“The Lord bless you and keep you;

   the Lord make his face shine on you

and be gracious to you;

   the Lord turn his face toward you

and give you peace.”
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SAYING GOODBYE TO GLADYS HADDAD

More recently and since the pandemic, Gladys introduced
the “camp in a box” wherein BCYM takes the camp
activities to the children where they can immerse
themselves in reading Christian resources, crafts and
games that draw them closer to Jesus, to put their trust in
Him. The impact of which has been heartwarming for the
children and their families.

We wish Gladys all the best as she and her family decided
to move on with other plans. And so effective January 1st,
2022, BCYM will have a new director and team whom we’ll
be introducing to you in due course, along with new
avenues through which BCYM will pursue in working with
local churches and ministries. 
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REFLECTIONS ON A

VIRTUAL VISION TRIP

B Y  V A L E R I E  C A R T E R  S M I T H

Going on a trip brings with it much excitement! 

As we have adapted to a new way of life during a
pandemic there was no need to do much planning for
this trip sponsored by LSESD. Within the first ten
minutes, excitement bubbled in my soul as I recalled my
mission work in Beirut, my study-abroad experience
during college at the American University in Cairo, and
my love for the people in the Arab world.  

Although I had the privilege of breaking bread with Alia
Abboud, Chief Development Officer of LSESD while at a
Baptist World Alliance Meeting before the pandemic, I
quickly realized on this virtual trip how much I did not
know about the work of LSESD.  
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR/TREASURER OF

WOMAN’S MISSIONARY UNION OF VIRGINIA 

I was impressed with its very solid infrastructure with
clear goals and objectives. LSESD is committed to not
only preaching love theoretically but practicing love
even amidst people who are reeling from cumulative
generational trauma. 
 
I learned about their holistic approach from meeting
basic human needs such as ministering to displaced
persons with food, hygiene supplies, blankets, and stoves
to ministries that uplift. I learned of a church that is
educating children and has an agricultural project
towards communal self-sufficiency. As a university
instructor, the Publishing House and Seminary with its
e-learning opportunities open to people of the Arab
World brought tears to my eyes. LSESD is breaking down
the walls of partition that separates God’s people. 

If you're interested in sending a team (virtually or in-person) to meet with LSESD ministry leaders in
Lebanon and find out how God is moving through the Arab Church, contact Rosette Mansour at
rmansour@lsesd.org.

Visit Lebanon

https://youtu.be/bFo5Q9Wy6q8
https://youtu.be/bFo5Q9Wy6q8
mailto:%20rmansour@lsesd.org
https://merathlebanon.org/2021/07/08/where-does-our-help-come-from/
https://www.lsesd.org/visit-us/


DONATE TO LSESD

LISTEN READ

READ THE REPORT

None of this would be possible if it
weren’t for you, our faithful partners,

friends and loyal supporters.
Sign up for LSESD's newsletter at

www.lsesd.org/newslettersignup/

 www.LSESD.org |  www.mebo.org

2020-2021 Impact Report

Singer/songwriter Jillian

Edwards ponders the

Word of God in regular,

approachable language

STAFF PICKS

Loulwa El Maalouf,

Director of Partnerships

at ABTS, reflects on faith

and change in Lebanon

LSESD benefits from the support of MEBO, a 501(c)(3) corporation based in Atlanta, GA, in raising awareness and support among our US friends.
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We are glad to be sharing the past year’s impact report
with you! In it, you will find the joys and pains of
another exceptional 12 months that were bittersweet
for some and out of the ordinary for absolutely
everyone. Despite all the uncertainties we are living
through from a continued economic meltdown and an
ailing healthcare system, our team has, by the grace of
God, persisted in carrying out the mission with hope
and faith.

Although the light is nowhere to be found inside this
dark tunnel, we are prayerfully looking forward to
2022, excited to see what the Lord has in store for us,
ready to be the light that will shine in the darkness. 

A big thank you to the whole team, to all our donors
and partners across the globe, and to everyone
supporting us in our mission to strengthen the local
Church and serve the local community.

God has been more than faithful, proving that no need
is greater than His provision.

https://www.lsesd.org/donate/
https://www.lsesd.org/donate/
https://www.lsesd.org/donate/
https://www.facebook.com/LSESD
https://twitter.com/LSESD
https://www.instagram.com/lsesd/
https://open.spotify.com/show/3j7PA5GmExn7POcE6bQ9mJ?si=f6acc47056e741d6
https://open.spotify.com/show/3j7PA5GmExn7POcE6bQ9mJ?si=f6acc47056e741d6
https://www.lsesd.org/donate/
https://abtslebanon.org/2022/01/13/between-broken-traffic-lights-and-stolen-savings-mustard-seeds-of-faith-continue-to-be-sown-in-lebanon/
https://www.lsesd.org/donate/
https://www.lsesd.org/lsesd-impact-report-oct-2020-to-oct-2021/
https://www.lsesd.org/newslettersignup/
http://www.lsesd.org/
https://www.mebo.org/
http://www.mebo.org/

