
Let Nothing Move Us

FROM AVOIDANCE TO TRUST: EVANGELICALS & CATHOLICS

THE LEBANESE ELECTION IS OVER. NOW WHAT?

CELEBRATING 17 YEARS OF SAWSAN'S FAITHFUL SERVICE

NABIL'S STORY: LOOKING BACK AT 10 YEARS OF SKILD
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“It’s not supposed to be this way.”

Despite all of history’s evidence, we expect nations to be
just, people to be truthful, and the sick to get better. We
expect ourselves to be heroes, unbreakable and capable. 

When these expectations are crushed, we respond in
despair, numbness, or cynicism. 

God isn’t surprised by any of this. Throughout the Old
Testament, his people rejected him, repented, lived in
peace, then rejected him all over again. He sent a deliverer
to his people every single time, ending with Jesus.  Paul
declares in 1 Corinthians 15, “Death has been swallowed up
in victory!” 

Paul could have ended his letter there. Yet he continues,
“stand firm and let nothing move you.” This implies that the
battle is not over yet. Many things will shake our
confidence in the Lord's plan, but we should not quit.  

This issue of Thimar weaves together stories of endurance.
Both the Maghdouche children's camp and Nabil’s story of
special needs advocacy only came after years of waiting
and working. You’ll hear how Lebanon’s recent election
challenged our patience. Finally, we hope you are
encouraged by how God’s steady hand has guided Dar
Manhal al Hayat over the course of 17 years. 

Even when results are slow, we continue to act — 
                   not for what we see, but for what we believe. 

Nothing done for the Lord will be in vain. 

Editor's Note

By Sarah Jennings

Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, 

stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give

yourselves fully to the work of the Lord,

because you know that your labor in the Lord

is not in vain.

                                                                                      1 Corinthians 15:58
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Since this was our first youth event in Maghdouche,
Ghina Saad (BCYM Senior Officer) was careful in her
approach and tailored the curriculum to the region.
She asked the Maghdouche leader first, “what do you
want us to teach them?” This opened the door to do
everything else. She also included some well-known
Lebanese worship songs about Jesus that she had
learned in Catholic school as a child. 

Another challenge was finding volunteers to lead the
camp. Not only was the event planned with short
notice, but May 2 coincides with Labour Day, a
Lebanese holiday. Most of the normal pool of
volunteers already had commitments. God provided
yet again though. Claudette from The Way Bookshop
brought five other volunteers with her: Rachel,
another Rachel, Daniel, Gaelle, and Aida. 

FROM AVOIDANCE TO TRUST:

CATHOLICS & EVANGELICALS

B Y  G H I N A  S A A D  &  S A R A H  J E N N I N G S

Nestled in hills just a few miles from the biblical city of
Sidon, Maghdouché is a small village known for its
Greek Catholic heritage. Pilgrims come from all over
Lebanon to visit its famous shrine to the Virgin Mary. 

The community is devout, but Christian evangelicals
tend to keep their distance. Over the years, cultural
missteps and differing values have escalated to deep
hurt. Not to mention, Lebanon’s complicated history
of religion mixed with politics means that most
religious groups keep to themselves. Sometimes the
relationship was marked by tolerance, more often by
avoidance. 

So when a local parish in Maghdouche called LSESD,
we were both surprised and overjoyed. 

“Can you give us a training for the youth? We want to
be part of how you’re teaching the Bible.”

On May 2, BCYM (Baptist Children and Youth
Ministry) led a children’s event for over 170 children!
Invited by MIDADE Maghdouche and Abouna Chady,
our team had the privilege to spend the day singing
hymns, sharing Bible stories, crafting, and enjoying
lunch with the community.
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Before the event began, Ghina instructed
her volunteer team, “We need to show
them love. Whatever happens, we need to
love the kids, we need to love the priest.” 
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FOLLOW BCYM

She said the team was expecting some challenges, but
there were none. It was the exact opposite! Ghina has
received many voice notes and texts from the
community, asking for the songs and curriculum to
continue sharing with the children.

After the pandemic and economic crisis put events
on pause, BCYM adjusted to the new needs. We are
back with renewed focus on serving and
empowering the local church!

T H E  N E X T  G E N E R A T I O N

O F  Y O U T H  L E A D E R S
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What changed to make this possible? During the
pandemic, LSESD provided medical and food support
to the community, as well as Camp-in-the-Box
activities for children. In meeting physical needs, we
earned some trust to partner in other ways.

Also, there has been a budding friendship between
Maghdouche lay leaders and the LSESD team. We’ve
already partnered together in a small group setting for
a Christianity Explored workshop through Dar
Manhal al Hayat. 

Robert, a layman in the Maghdouche Catholic parish
reflected on this workshop, “The problem comes
when you stick to the tradition and the ceremonies,
but you forget about the essence. This is what I like
about being close to Nabil and the Baptist community.
This has brought me personally back on track, without
letting go of what I like and have been raised to enjoy
about our Catholic tradition.”

In the Protestant tradition, we know we have much to
learn from our Catholic counterparts as well. May God
continue to bless this growing friendship, so that
others will know Him through our love.

A BCYM volunteer teaches a Bible story using a children's activity book published by Dar Manhal al Hayat.

Ghina made a YouTube channel for kids with

Christian worship songs. This song is من لّما كنت

performed by Amadea Badr and Shams ,زغير

Saad Badr.

https://merathlebanon.org/donate/
http://www.facebook.com/BCYMLebanon/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZBLIesrqEtw


Political theologian Luke Bretherton defines politics as
"negotiating a common life amidst disagreement and the
need to navigate and transform asymmetries of power."
In other words, politics is fundamentally about how a
group of people comes together to make, apply and
change - when needed - the rules that organize and
govern life within a community. Therefore, in its essence,
politics can be a powerful tool towards human
flourishing. 

Throughout history, Christians have adopted different
approaches in engaging with public life. In Lebanon I see
three categories of Christian public engagement, which I
refer to as the radiologists, the nurses and the surgeons.  

The first group comprises Evangelicals who have
adopted the exile mentality evoking how “we seek the
city that is to come” (Hebrews 13:14). This often translates
into minimal engagement with politics, something
perceived as corrupt and dirty. As a result, they restrict
their view of government and engagement in public life
to Paul’s radical statements in Romans 13: submit to the
authorities and do good for fear of punishment and for
your own conscious. In other terms, their focus is on
seeking to keep their “conduct among the Gentiles
honorable” (1 Peter 2:11). Furthermore, some argue that
because political engagement does not lead someone to
faith in Christ, it should not be a top priority. Since they
tend to give good diagnosis of problems surrounding us
but do little in the way of treatment, I like to think of this
group as radiologists. 

The second group, which I refer to as nurses, have tried
to go beyond atomistic individualism to apply the
Christian mandate of seizing the opportunity to “do good
to everyone” (Gal 6:10) by healing the wounds of society
through acts of justice and compassion.  This is what
many call “seeking the common good”. 

This year’s election season in Lebanon wrapped up when
citizens went to the polls on May 15, and oh what a
mentally and emotionally exhausting spell it was. Besides
the visual onslaught of candidates’ faces looking down on
us from rows of giant billboards with their cheesy
slogans, I was weighed down by the sense that we might
not see the changes badly needed in the country. 

Banking and financial collapse? Historic levels of
hyperinflation? Widespread poverty? Mass migration
exodus? The largest non-nuclear explosion in history in
the heart of Beirut? What more was needed to stir us to
change? 

As I combed through the election results, I gathered that
things had been shaken. It seems now that the Stockholm
Syndrome plaguing us as a people for so many years is
starting to fade away. It may have taken all the above to
get to that. Better late than never. (You can read more on
the elections here).

With that in mind throughout the Lebanese elections, I
asked myself how we, as followers of Christ, should
responsibly and faithfully engage with politics and public
affairs. How are we to move forward after the votes are
counted and the democratic dust settles? Is there a
Christian way to engage the political processes?

Before addressing these questions, we need to define
what politics is away from blind partisanship and power
struggles. 

"The political status quo has been
disastrous, yet I could not understand
what other catastrophe needed to happen
to catalyze lasting change."

THE LEBANESE PARLIAMENTARY

ELECTION IS OVER. NOW WHAT?

B Y  W I S S A M  N A S R A L L A H
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This article was originally published on the weekly ABTS Blog.

https://faithandleadership.com/luke-bretherton-politics-key-loving-your-neighbor
https://www.mei.edu/blog/special-briefing-lebanese-elections-reshape-political-scene
https://abtslebanon.org/2022/05/26/the-lebanese-parliamentary-elections-are-over-now-what/
https://abtslebanon.org/2022/05/26/the-lebanese-parliamentary-elections-are-over-now-what/


As Christians, engaging in politics should not be out of
vindictiveness or based on the mere expediency of our
own private benefits, but rather action flowing of a
desire to “serve one another humbly in love” (Galatians
5:13). We should “speak up for those who cannot speak
for themselves, for the rights of all who are destitute
(Proverbs 31:8). 

As history shows, believers with a deep commitment to
justice and compassion-figures like William Wilberforce,
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Martin Luther King Jr. and
Desmond Tutu-have offered much to public life and the
common good. Therefore, our engagement should be for
the right reasons: love of God and love of neighbor. 

In the end, we rest in the fact that God is sovereign over
events and is in control, whether in a corrupt and rotten
sectarian system or in a liberal democracy; whether we
like those who the people have elected or not. 

When concluding a sermon on Romans 13, John Piper
stated:

“We are people of the cross. Our Lord submitted to
crucifixion willingly to save his enemies. We owe our
eternal life to him. We are forgiven sinners. This takes the
swagger out of our protest. It takes the arrogance out of
our resistance. And if, after every other means has failed,
we must disobey for the sake of love and justice, we will
first remove the log from our own eye, which will cause
enough pain and tears to soften our indignation into a
humble, quiet, but unshakeable, NO. The greatest battle
we face is not overcoming unjust laws, but becoming this
kind of people”.

No matter how political power plays out after elections
in Lebanon, and no matter what the next term delivers to
the people in this country, let followers of Christ go out
in a political world as salt and light. It may unsettle
people around us (especially those with power), but it
will also settle us into the core principles of a vibrant,
biblically-rooted faith tradition. 

After all, the prophet Jeremiah instructed the exiles in
Babylon to “seek the welfare of the city where I have sent
you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf”
(Jeremiah 29:7).

The third group takes their engagement a step further by
encouraging Christian activism to change unjust social
structures. Like surgeons, they seek to tackle the root
causes rather than simply binding up the wounds. This
includes actions like lobbying, campaigning,
demonstrating, arguing, and even running for office.
Their rationale goes like this: since the early church did
not have the opportunity to elect representatives or to
demand accountability from those in power (similar to
many Arabs today), we should seek all the legal means
available to us to bring about change. Even Paul worked
within the political and legal system of his day by
skillfully navigating through different local political
realities. For example, when charged with sedition, he
exercised his right of appeal to Caesar as a Roman citizen
(Acts 25:10). Furthermore, there are numerous examples
in Scripture of civil disobedience when the law of men
contradicts the law of God (Ex 1, Dan 3, Acts 5).

As followers of Christ our challenge is to discern which
approach to adopt and how to apply it: “for everything
there is a season” (Ecclesiastes 3:1), there is a time to
withdraw and a time to engage. A time to speak up and a
time to work silently. 

However, regardless of the season or the political system
in place, as Christians, we have a duty to be salt and light.
Although we should not conform to the pattern of this
world (Romans 12:2), our light should nevertheless
penetrate the darkness. 

Many would argue that engaging with politics is easier
for Christians living in liberal democracies than for
Christians in the Arab world. While in many respects this
is true, I am observing how matters like social media,
cancel culture and the tyranny of the politically correct is
eroding the agora in democratic and semi-democratic
countries like Lebanon.

We have tendency to lock ourselves inside echo
chambers of likeminded people who reinforce our beliefs
(or convictions or ideologies) instead of challenging
them. This is why we seem to yell at others from our
keypads instead of engaging in healthy deliberation. This
is a serious problem because in healthy politics,
deliberation is not recreational but rather crucial to
reaching consensus and consent which eventually leads
to governance.  Perhaps if we lay down our hammers
then we will stop seeing nails everywhere.

— Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn,              

Russian novelist

VISIT ABTS BLOG

Wissam is Chief Operations Officer of LSESD.
He is eager to see faithful Christians
transforming their societies for the love of
God and the love of neighbor.

A B O U T  T H E  A U T H O R
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 "Perhaps if we lay down our hammers then we will stop seeing nails everywhere."

https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/subjection-to-god-and-subjection-to-the-state-part-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Gulag_Archipelago
https://abtslebanon.org/blog/
https://abtslebanon.org/blog/
https://www.lsesd.org/


Since 2006, Sawsan Tannoury has faithfully served as
publishing director of Dar Manhal al Hayat (DMAH). She
has given her heart and soul to DMAH’s vision of seeing
the Arab world transformed through a holistic
understanding of the Gospel. After 17 years of faithful
leadership, she will move on to other opportunities and
pass the baton to her steadfast team. To celebrate her
long legacy, we’d like to share with you her impact over
the years.

Sawsan worked for many years with Trans World Radio
and Clarion Publishing House before joining DMAH. She
brought both expertise and passion, spending thousands
of hours in developing Christian resources that reached
the whole MENA region. As the major evangelical
publishing house in Lebanon, she took her responsibility
seriously and ensured every book published was
scripturally-sound. She knew that books should be both
content-rich and beautiful, and she meticulously
managed the whole publishing journey of book. Notably,
DMAH updated the design of books to be more visually
appealing and easy-to-read – a practice that many other
publishers in the region followed. 

The publishing community will remember her for her
charisma and stage presence. Sawsan is a born public
speaker, who always brings energy and joy to her talks.
She initiated the first book launching events for DMAH,
bringing more awareness and engagement between the
author and community. None of this would be possible
without the wide network of publishing partners,
seminaries, and theologians that have come alongside
DMAH and its mission. Sawsan listened and learned
from their wisdom, but most importantly, she welcomed
these partners as friends first, and colleagues second.

CELEBRATING 17 YEARS OF

FAITHFUL SERVICE

Her team will remember her best for her genuine care.
She is humble and collaborative, always aiming to do
what was best for DMAH. This is a care she also bestows
on many new and potential authors, steering them in the
publishing process. We trust she will continue to
empower writers in the journey from their minds to the
printed page.

Outside of work, she also teaches and organizes meetings
for the women’s ministry at her church. This gives her
insight into what resources women need to mature in
their walk with Christ. Sawsan is passionate about
training women in how to become better writers and
published authors. 

Indeed, throughout her time at the publishing house, the
team has been blessed to increase the number of titles for
and by Arab women. This year, DMAH launched A Voice
for Arab Women project—a three-year project that seeks
to elevate the stories of women throughout the Arab
world.
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SAWSAN TANNOURY'S LEGACY AT DAR MANHAL AL HAYAT

Recently, Sawsan and the DMAH team
received a prestigious MAI Global Award
for their “perseverance in creating quality
Christian content for the Lebanese people
during this period of great economic need
and socio-political upheaval in the nation.”
 
 

https://darmanhal.org/the-voices-of-arab-women/
https://darmanhal.org/dmah-receives-mai-global-publishing-award/


Dar Manhal al Hayat has a new website! As always, DMAH's mission is to
proclaim Christ, equip the Church, and encourage Gospel-shaped living among Arabic speaking
communities. Our hope is that this new online catalogue, translated in both Arabic and English,
will make it easier for people to find relevant Christian and educational resources.

SEE WEBSITE

With 15 years of experience and a Ph.D. in translation,
Sandra built a rewarding career at internationally
accredited higher institutions, such as AUB and LAU.
Sandra co-founded a translation and copywriting
agency, “The Write Solutions” and also frequently
shares her vocal talents through her “Life of Praise”
worship ministry. 

After joining DMAH and LSESD as communications
officer, her vision and enthusiasm has already sparked
new partnerships and events for the publishing
ministry.

We look forward to seeing how God will work
through Sandra to expand upon the foundation
Sawsan has faithfully prepared. May God use this team
to proclaim Christ, equip the Church, and encourage
Gospel-shaped living across the Arab World.

We are grateful for Sawsan’s faithful
legacy, and trust wholeheartedly that God
will continue the work He started with her
team. To carry on the mission, Sandra el
Hajj Baz will step into the role as DMAH’s
new publishing leader, alongside a seasoned
team.
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https://abtslebanon.org/undergraduate-programs/certificate-in-ministry/
https://darmanhal.org/
https://www.lsesd.org/our-team/sandra-el-hajj/


PARTNER IN OUR MINISTRY

LISTENREAD

None of this would be possible if it
weren’t for you, our faithful partners,

friends and loyal supporters.
Sign up for LSESD's newsletter at

www.lsesd.org/newslettersignup/

 www.LSESD.org |  www.mebo.org

 10 YEARS OF SPECIAL

NEEDS ADVOCACY

UNHCR reports that

Lebanon is hosting

the most refugees per

capita in the world

STAFF PICKS

The Porter's Gate, a

collective of Christian

artists, shares songs of

lament for the church

LSESD benefits from the support of MEBO, a 501(c)(3) corporation based in Atlanta, GA, in raising awareness and support among our US friends.
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This year, SKILD Center celebrated the 10th anniversary of the National Day for
Students with Learning Difficulties. Nabil Costa, CEO of LSESD, shares about his
personal journey to advocate for his son, Christopher, and reflects on how Lebanon

has changed over the past decade to be more inclusive.

https://www.lsesd.org/donate/
https://www.facebook.com/LSESD
https://twitter.com/LSESD
https://www.instagram.com/lsesd/
https://open.spotify.com/album/64WHHuvRpwjVjTEpTEfgS1?si=FFlakGldRi6WoHCHJIqwZA
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B09RHJJNWT/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B09RHJJNWT/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1
https://reliefweb.int/report/lebanon/unhcr-lebanon-needs-glance-2022
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/3/8/lebanese-fearful-as-fuel-and-wheat-shortage-deepens?fbclid=IwAR3u4hVXRtbK_BEd9yhWDaT0OCuAlOZAiSIDKi-m6rJ1G085yFrC_cNbUKU
https://www.lsesd.org/newslettersignup/
http://www.lsesd.org/
https://www.mebo.org/
http://www.mebo.org/
https://youtu.be/l2lgjkfi_K8
https://youtu.be/8pf_eKge_SQ

