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LSESD staff gathered together for a spiritual retreat led by a partner.

Editor's Note
By Sarah Jennings
We’re still in crisis mode, but it’s tinged with a sense of
normalcy. At this point, we would be more shocked to
hear the value of the Lira is going up, than that it’s going
down. Meanwhile, we’re adjusting to the joyful return of
overseas visitors and kids camps.
Under this excitement, we know that the troubles of the
last two years are actually worse than before. It is our
community that is holding us together.
This summer, we celebrated graduation at BBS, which
epitomized the sacrifice not just of the students, but their
parents and teachers. The IDEAL program, a two-year
university program for students with special needs,
welcomed ten students to camp, even two who came to
Lebanon specifically for this. Pastors from all over
Lebanon gathered for a 9Marks consultation around
nurturing healthy churches.

"He died for us so
that, whether we are
awake or asleep, we
may live together with
him. Therefore
encourage one
another and build
each other up, just as
in fact you are doing."
1 Thessalonians 5:10-11

Finally, we are incredibly grateful for our international
partners who came to encourage us this summer. You’ll
read how one ‘ordinary’ church team from France was
part of an ‘extraordinary’ camp with BCYM.
May our community also remind us of the friend we have
in Jesus, who will never leave us or forsake us.
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YOU CAN'T HIDE
THE CHURCH IN
LEBANON
BY PAULINE NASRI

During the hardest days of the pandemic, Zoom
church was a blessing. Yet for many churches around
the world, the return to in-person church has been
rocky. Routines shifted, and even committed
members seemed less available.
In Lebanon, this shift in church membership has been
magnified by the exodus of Christians, seeking
stability abroad amid a severe economic crisis.
Meanwhile, ministry needs are growing.
Noticing this shift, Dar Manhal al Hayat (DMAH) and
the Lebanese Evangelical Baptist Convention
partnered together to host a consultation on an
increasingly crucial skill: how to nourish and manage
a church body.
The 9Marks series, translated into Arabic by DMAH, is
a well-known resource that helps pastors and church
members see what a biblical church looks like, and to
take practical steps for becoming one. With this series
in hand, leaders of 20 Baptist churches gathered to
engage with scripture and practical implementation.
John Folmar, senior pastor at the Evangelical Church
of Dubai, led the discussion and focused on three
books in the 9Marks series – Church Membership,
Church Discipline, and Church Elders.

Folmar said that church membership is the definition
of who God’s people are. Discipline is significant
because the Christian life should be different from
that of the world. Lastly, the book on elders explains
their role as shepherds of the church.

“It was a joy to get to know those brothers,
it was a privilege, considering especially
the difficulty that they face and pastoring
in an environment with so many people
leaving the country. Pastoral ministry is
hard enough as it is, but to be pastoring in
this kind of environment, I really respect
those men.”
– John Folmar, senior pastor at the
Evangelical Church of Dubai

Dr. Nabil Costa, the CEO of the Lebanese Society for
Educational and Social Development (LSESD), said
that in Lebanon there is a major crisis of hope.
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“COVID made our weaknesses obvious as individuals
and as churches. The church needs lots of work,
repair, and encouragement,” said Costa.

Despite all the challenges the church in Lebanon is
facing, the pastors were reminded during the
gathering that a city on a hill cannot be hidden, and
their light will shine regardless [Matthew 5:14].
Tony Skaff, pastor of Badaro Baptist Church and a
participant at the consultation, reminded us,
“Challenges are a chance to serve the Lord. God has
put us in this place and at this time and in these
circumstances to serve him, and so we will continue.”

According to Information International, a research and
consultancy firm in Beirut, 79,134 Lebanese citizens
migrated in 2021 compared to 17,721 in 2020. This
placed the church in need for pastors and ministers as
families and young people are migrating looking for
stability.
However, coming together was a good opportunity for
the leaders to meditate on scripture, think together,
discuss the topics, and pray together and for one
another.

“It’s always good to have pastors and
Christians meeting together. To pray
together, to open up to each other…
whenever we are together, it’s a big win.”
– Nabil Costa, CEO of LSESD

PUBLISH BOOKS WITH
DAR MANHAL AL HAYAT
Proclaim Christ, equip the Church, and encourage
Gospel-shaped living among Arabic speaking
communities through relevant Christian and
educational resources.

PARTNER WITH DMAH
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YOUR FAMILY,
WHEREVER YOU GO
BY SARAH JENNINGS

Behind every young person who is helping others,
there is someone who helped them first. It could have
been a mother who taught them about sacrifice, a
teacher who pointed out their strengths, or a principal
who gave them a chance.
On July 6th, Beirut Baptist School celebrated the
senior graduation of 64 students! It was a joyous night,
not just for the students, but the whole community. To
reach this commencement stage, these students faced
above average challenges.
Perhaps this is why the graduation ceremony had a
different presence this year. Students lost so much
these last couple years in Lebanon – friends who
emigrated, the financial stability of their family, or
family members lost to COVID-19. Meanwhile, many
parents took on more work to pay for tuition. Many of
their teachers made difficult decisions to stay for these
students, despite some of the hardest years of
teaching, while inflation devalued their salaries. At
every step though, the community kept praying, and
our international partners gave generously, so that the
lights could stay on.

Saydeh Younes, mother of graduating senior Samir
Jabara and BBS teacher for the last 16 years,
reminisced, “This graduation was the best ever. It's not
because my son was graduating, but because there was
a different focus. In this graduation, you could sense
the presence of God and his work through the
graduation. From the beginning of the ceremony till
the end… you could feel the presence of the Holy
Spirit, the presence of God.”
It took hundreds of people to get these students to
graduation. And yet, they are graduating into a world
that is even more unsteady. With this in mind, Alice
Azar Wazir, BBS principal, urged the students to “Be
Strong” in her commencement speech.
“In a world filled with challenges and hardships, be
strong and clothed with courage. I’m not talking about
the strength that is wrongly understood and applied.
Not the strength that causes wars,” said Alice, “It is the
strength that shapes your character. It’s the strength
that is needed for the modern world or the weak,
struggling country. It’s the strength that is clothed in
courage and refuses that which is wrong and works to
make injustices right.”
For Alice and the many other leaders at BBS, the work
of educating students is about nurturing their mind,
body, and soul. Samir Jabara, who graduated this year,
has been witness to this ministry his whole life.
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“They taught about God in chapel and in Bible sessions
in class. They taught us in a way that kept our
attention and used God's Word in real life. They
related it to our everyday life and made it interesting
for the non-Christian students to want to learn and
listen to it. This definitely had a positive impact on my
faith,” said Jabara.

The school has grown from 76 students in 1955 to over
1,300 students, even staying open during Beirut’s 15year civil war. When the neighborhood changed from
predominately Christian to majority Muslim
background, some thought the school would close.
The school stayed open, welcoming new families from
all backgrounds. In this time of crisis, the reaction will
be no different.

"You can see the mission and the values
lived out at BBS. Especially during this
time during the pandemic and Beirut’s
explosion, they stood with the community.
They stood with their teachers, with the
Saydeh Younes, BBS teacher of 16 years, hugs her
son Samir Jabara at graduation. Samir has attended
BBS since kindergarten.

Over the years, the team at BBS has steered the school
to not only be an academic institution, but also one of
service to the community. It’s important that love is
felt in practical ways too, like helping with repairs
after the Beirut Blast or delivering food during
Ramadan and Easter.

“They love everyone in the same way
Christ loved, without favoritism. Even for
those who have learning difficulties, we
don’t have discrimination. All people are
welcome, regardless of their background.
This is something so unique at BBS – they
look at people and do not judge by their
religion, of their ethnicity,” said Younes.

parents. They helped them on different
levels – on the spiritual level, through
prayers, and provided much more,” said
Younes.

We pray that the doors stay open for decades to come,
so many more graduating seniors can walk the stage
with confidence – knowing they have a supportive
family in BBS wherever they go.

A LIGHTHOUSE IN THE
HEART OF BEIRUT
In giving to BBS, not only are you investing in
the lives of students and the Christian witness
of the school, but you are investing in the
future of Lebanon.

Help BBS
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IDEAL &
BEYOND
BY PAULINE NASRI

“I am very excited to be at NDU. I will definitely do well on my first semester...
Whatever [tests] Mrs. Lama gives me, I will do my best to get a perfect score…
I will do public speaking just like the TED Talks, so I am super excited to be at this
university.”

These are the words George A., a 21-year-old music
lover with special needs, sent as an email to his family.
George A. was born and raised in Lebanon, but he
moved to the U.S. to attend a special needs transitional
program prior to college. However, for George A. and
his parents, the U.S. wasn’t the ultimate solution as
they thought. He was left with a bad experience at the
program, so his personal request was to return to
Lebanon. Now he will be attending the IDEAL
program for students with learning difficulties starting
in September.
The IDEAL program is a two-year certificate, designed
by Notre Dame University – Louaize (NDU) in
collaboration with Smart Kids with Individual
Learning Differences (SKILD).

IDEAL helps students who are unable to be part of a
regular undergraduate university program to achieve
their academic goals and develop life and social skills.
This is a dream 10 years in the making, as SKILD has
been active in K-12 schools in Lebanon since 2011.
When the children we’ve supported through the years
prepared to finish their high school level education,
the next natural frontier was to ensure a continuum
of care.
Patricia, George A's mother, felt that the system in the
U.S. was not diverse enough, and George A. didn’t
receive the care and attention he needed. When
visiting the IDEAL program, George A. was
introduced to Lama Badaoui, the director of IDEAL
and the head of the Learning Accommodation Service
at NDU. He was filled with excitement and kept
asking his mother whether he was enrolled or not.

Patricia said when visiting IDEAL, she
found more care offered, “The Lebanese
way always keeps something emotional
mixed with the professional and on a oneon-one basis — knowing the person,
reaching out to family. You feel it is like a
small family, but extended to where he is
enrolled.”
IDEAL student George A. poses with his mother Patricia.
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IDEAL made Patricia realize that people have evolved
in understanding the increasing need in Lebanon for
special needs. What she likes the most about IDEAL is
that it’s a new program.
“When a program is new, to be successful in the
program and to be successful with such kids, you have
to put in a lot of effort and personal touch,” said
Patricia.
To finish the year off, 10 IDEAL students and several
staff came together for a two-night camp at the
Theopolis Church Camp Center. The camp was called
“IDEAL and Beyond” to encourage independent living.
According to Badaoui, the purpose of the camp was to
bring the students together and implement what they
have learned throughout the year, ranging from
independent living skills, to career interests, to social
and life skills. In addition to having time to express
their artwork and talents, students got to cook
together, wash the dishes, learn to prepare their
bedroom, and more.
Another one of the camp attendees is a different
George H., a Syrian student who is studying with
IDEAL this summer. George H's family left Syria and
came to Lebanon, so that he could be part of IDEAL.
He is known for his interest in making chocolate and
his love for music.

IDEAL students show off their certificates from camp.

The parents were invited to the last night of camp
where students performed short plays, music, and
storytelling.
“It was amazing, they revealed the students’ strengths
and gave them confidence. They showed where each
student excels, and it was successful,” said Kinda.
Kinda hopes that IDEAL will spread and become
worldwide. She was considering staying in Lebanon so
that George H. can continue at IDEAL.
When asked about George H. leaving, Badaoui
mentioned how emotional the question made her. She
said that since the moment the family visited IDEAL, it
felt like the right place for George H. “The minute he
came, we felt like he was there all year long,” said
Badaoui.
George H. said that what he will miss the most from
IDEAL is his friends Andrew and Christina.

IDEAL student George H. smiles next to a Maronite saint.

George H. and his family will be immigrating to
Canada soon, but the family’s main concern is if they
will ever find a program in Canada as helpful as
IDEAL.
Kinda, George H's mother, said that what makes
IDEAL special compared to other programs is that the
team encourages the students' various interests,
whether communications, theatre, music, or robotics.
“We're so blessed and lucky to be doing this. And to be
able to help in any way to change the lives of these
families, highlighting specific things that they didn't
know their kids were capable of,” said Badaoui.

The IDEAL program has proved its success in Lebanon
and among many Arabs around the world. Most
importantly, the team at IDEAL is the key for its
success and impact in the lives of the families and
students. Not only that, but the change is revealed
between communities and in Lebanon as a whole.
Badaoui is looking forward to the graduation next
year but is preparing herself emotionally as it will not
be easy to say goodbye to the students who became
family to her.
“We all do it with love and this is what makes the
difference..." said Badaoui. "We want to see them grow.
We want to see them succeed and we are so proud of
them and in what they have achieved in one year.”

SEE THE IDEAL PROGRAM
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"WE ARE ORDINARY PEOPLE, BUT WE
HAVE AN EXTRAORDINARY GOD"
BY PAULINE NASRI

Georgette Issa has been in a wheelchair since the age
of one. For her, leaving the house is a tough and pricey
task. Not only must she pay for rides, but she must
check if there is electricity, so she can use the elevator
to move in her wheelchair.
When she was scheduled to speak for one of the days
at the Baptist Children and Youth Ministry (BCYM)
camp, she knew she might have to cancel coming to
camp since she can’t use the stairs.
At Issa’s place, the power typically shuts off at 7:30
a.m. But this time, the power was on! Making the most
of her good luck, Issa got ready to use the elevator. She
waited downstairs for three hours until her ride
arrived. Issa was eager to speak in camp, to share the
gospel, and to tell campers about the love of Jesus and
his work in her life. For her, it was worth the wait.
This is just one story of how God turned challenges
into testimonies during the Dir Belak camp.

Inspired by the song “O Be Careful Little Eye”, the
camp's theme Dir Belak (Be Careful) focused on
helping kids understand how to both guard their
senses and celebrate them as gifts from God. Each
day's curriculum was concentrated on a different
sense, such as eyes, ears and mouth, and finally, arms
and legs.
Three guest speakers with different disabilities joined
the camp to share their testimonies and host a time of
Q&A with the kids. Most kids take their senses for
granted, but these testimonies showed them that
everything they have (or do not have) is a gift from
God. Furthermore, he is their Creator and has a
perfect plan for their lives.
Fadi Homsi, one of the guest speakers, lost his sight
completely at the age of 30. He is now a music teacher
at a school for special needs. During the Q&A
sessions, campers asked Homsi deep questions like
“What would your reaction be if you start seeing
again?” or “How do you read the Bible?” For many
campers, listening to testimonies was their favorite
part of the day.
Homsi believes that he was called to tell the world
about Jesus. He wants the campers to remember that
they are so unique, and that sight is a gift.

Saad and worship leader Sandra laugh during song time.

“I want them to thank the Lord whenever they see
something and that’s because seeing is such a
beautiful thing. I want them to be filled with life’s
beauty… I want them to know that we can glorify God
whether we can see or not,” said Homsi.
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Perraud answers questions during craft time.

Homsi shares his testimony with the kids at Dir Belak camp.

For many of the 60-70 participants, this was the first
time they were introduced to people with disabilities,
so it was also an opportunity to show them how to
treat people with respect for their differences.
Through the speakers' testimonies, it was plain to see
that God uses people regardless of their weaknesses to
do extraordinary and glorifying work.
The campers, aged between five to 14, were also a
diverse group, coming from various faith and ethnic
backgrounds. However, they engaged in love and
curiosity.
Rémi Chami, one of the participants, said that God
spoke to her during the camp, “We should rejoice
during hardships. The Lord will be present and
protecting us, even when we don’t feel it."

Another highlight of the camp was the enthusiasm of
our volunteers. Although Lebanon is going through
many challenges, international teams often become
fearless when it comes to the Lord’s calling. A French
team of four joined from Eglise Momentum, a church
in Bordeaux, France.
The team organized games throughout the camp,
shared Bible stories, and led worship. Without their
prayers and financial support, this camp could not
have happened.

“We are ordinary people, but we have an
extraordinary God who uses us to do
extraordinary things.”
–Matthieu Perraud,
pastor at Eglise Momentum

God can use us, but he also changes us. According to
Ghina Saad, BCYM Senior Officer, some of the older
campers decided to give their life to Jesus.

“Spiritually, this camp was different to
me. The volunteers, leaders and campers
also expressed how impactful this camp
was to them."
– Ghina Saad, BCYM Senior Officer

VOLUNTEER AT A
BCYM CAMP

CONTACT US
3
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Why Lebanon Should Be Your Next Trip

Rosette Mansour shares about the beauty of Lebanon and how you can connect
to what the Church is doing during these challenging times.

STAFF PICKS
LISTEN
DMAH publishing
manager Sandra el Hajj
Baz sings praise and
worship songs

None of this would be possible if it
weren’t for you, our faithful partners,
friends and loyal supporters.

PARTNER IN OUR MINISTRY

READ
ABTS students complete
their Cultural Analysis of
the MENA Module
Residency

www.LSESD.org | www.mebo.org
Sign up for LSESD's newsletter at
www.lsesd.org/newslettersignup/

LSESD benefits from the support of MEBO, a 501(c)(3) corporation based in Atlanta, GA, in raising awareness and support among our US friends.
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