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Tuesday, August 23, 2022. The northern block of ruins left from the 2020
Beirut Port Explosion collapse in a cloud of dust. Credit: AP/Lujain Jo.

Editor's Note
By Sarah Jennings
This morning, I woke to a painful headline – another
section of the Beirut port silos collapsed. We knew this
story wasn’t over. Yet two years passed, and the
destruction site was relatively silent. Our eyes shifted
away to other emergencies eventually.
Follow-through means the continuation of a task to its
conclusion. It’s not a popular virtue in the age of Twitter,
where trending topics and quick results reign. As
Christians though, we must continually fix our eyes on
eternal outcomes. We believe that God will do what he’s
promised, no matter how gloomy the short-term
projection might be. That means we are to be patient and
unwavering in our faith.
In this issue of Thimar, we’ll share first-hand accounts
from church partners of how God is working through the
Beirut explosion assistance. Many are still laboring for
their communities, long after the rebuilding efforts ended,
and attention shifted to the economic crisis. You’ll also
read about a recent capacity-building conference in Zahle,
organized with an eye to long-term sustainability.

"Without weakening in his
faith, Abraham faced the
fact that his body was as
good as dead...
Yet he did not waver
through unbelief regarding
the promise of God, but was
strengthened in his faith
and gave glory to God,
being fully persuaded that
God had power to do what
he had promised."
Romans 4:19-21

Our prayer in all of this is that God will strengthen the
Church in Lebanon with long-suffering love and unity.
Even when the news changes, may people look and see
that God is still here.
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A COUNTRY IN CRISIS

LEBANON
Lebanon’s economic crisis —considered by the World
Bank as one of the worst in the world in the past 150
years — left no aspect of society untouched. Below is a
quick snapshot of how different crises combined to reach
the current state of instability.

How Lebanon Ran Out of Electricity

October 2019

Early March 2020
Lebanon defaults on its sovereign debt, the
banking system collapses, and the value of the
currency rapidly depreciates.

August 2020
On August 4, 2020, the Beirut port explosion
leaves more than 200 people dead, 7,000
people injured, 300,000 homes damaged, and
one third of the city devastated.

June 2021
The World Bank classifies Lebanon's economic
crisis as one of the three most severe episodes
since the mid-19th century.

October 2021
The country’s two largest power stations shut
down, while nationwide power cuts
are still ongoing.

April 2022

Nationwide protests begin, triggered by
planned taxes on gasoline, tobacco, and
WhatsApp. This is the start of a political and
economic crisis.

Mid-March 2020
The country locks down due to COVID-19,
paralyzing the labor sector and education
system. The healthcare system is further
overwhelmed.

March 2021
While the currency is in freefall, the price of
food and basic needs continues to sharply
increase.

August 2021
Massive fuel shortages lead to clashes at
petrol stations, 6+ hour long queues, and the
crippling of vital sectors of the economy.

March 2022
Russia invades Ukraine, increasing the cost
and decreasing the supply of wheat, cooking
oil, and fuel.

Another overloaded boat capsizes off the
coast of Tripoli, as people attempt to flee
Lebanon amid a massive exodus.

Lebanon Today
As of August 2022, triple digit inflation and disappearing government subsidies push 80% of
Lebanese under the poverty line and 90% of Syrian refugees under the extreme poverty line.
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TWO YEARS LATER, LEBANON
STRUGGLES TO RECOVER
BY SOPHIE NASRALLAH

Two years ago, the Beirut port explosion damaged or
destroyed the homes of 300,000 people, left more
than 200 people dead, injured 7,000, and left most of
the capital’s inhabitants traumatized. When this
catastrophe happened, Lebanon had already been
going through nearly a year of months of political
turmoil and mass protests, the collapse of its economy
and banking system, and the COVID-19 pandemic.
These overlapping crises required a long-term
response. For more than a year and a half, MERATH
supported 20 churches and community-based
partners in Beirut as they responded to the needs of
over 6,000 households in their neighborhoods.
In the process, God opened many doors for them to
build new meaningful relationships and strengthen
their practical Christian testimony. Although
humanitarian needs have never been higher and the
worse is still to be expected, they continue to hope and
pray for the best, determined to remain salt and light
to the vulnerable in their midst.
Quick to respond, steadfast to support
The strength of our network of local partners enabled
us to respond quickly and in a coordinated way, while
increased support helped us reach more people in
more locations. We were also able to reach new
groups of vulnerable people, such as Lebanese families
and migrant workers, in addition to Syrian refugees.

In the first 10 days after the blast, we provided 7,800
hot meals that our partners delivered to families
affected by the explosion. Later on, we helped our
partners rehabilitate more than 140 homes. For a year
and a half after the blast, we helped more than 6,000
households with food vouchers and e-cards, winter
items, and hygiene kits.
By sustaining our response over 20 months, our
partners were able to assist vulnerable households
affected by the Beirut blast and economic crisis longer
than the average of other Beirut blast programs, many
of which ended in 2021 despite prevailing high
humanitarian needs.

“The families we serve tell us that many
people and organizations promised they
would help them but abandoned them
somewhere on the way. By contrast, they
are so thankful that we were able to stand
by their side and even the smallest things
we helped them with gave them some joy
during these difficult times.”
– Rania, who oversees the
relief ministry of a partner church
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Expecting the worst, hoping for the best

Open doors and open hearts
All through 20 months of support, our 20 partner
churches and community-based organizations in
Beirut were able to build meaningful relationships
with a lot of new families in their community and
witness Christ’s unconditional love to them.
Rania confirms, “The 4 August explosion took away
what little joy and hope was left. But I thank God
because He is able to work all things together for a
greater good. I thank God because He allowed us, as a
church, to enter many new houses and plant seeds of
hope, and to stand by many new families materially,
psychologically, and spiritually.”
God used such practical Christian testimony to restore
hope in people and to draw many closer to Him.
Sarah, who leads the INSAAF center, shares her
experience with migrant domestic workers in
Lebanon, “Soon after the blast, MERATH came
alongside us and helped us distribute cooked meals to
migrant domestic workers. In time, we were blessed
with many other items and we gladly supported
hundreds of women. Many of these women came
back, wanting to know who we were and who was this
God that we were serving.”

Since the blast, Lebanon’s economic and financial
crises have continued to deteriorate. The crises have
resulted in massive unemployment, a severe
devaluation of the Lebanese Pound (LBP) of more than
90% of its official value, soaring inflation, loss of
purchasing power, increased hunger, and shortages
and rationing of fuel, electricity, and medicine. As of
August 2022, more than 80% of the Lebanese
population now lives in poverty, and over 90% of
Syrian refugees live in extreme poverty.
The Russian invasion of Ukraine sparked new food
and fuel price increases across the country, which are
projected to further exacerbate food insecurity and
vulnerabilities in the coming months.
We have now reached the end of our explosion
response, and are currently in the painful process of
scaling down the level assistance we had been
providing since the blast at a time when humanitarian
needs are higher than ever.
In this challenging context and although at human
sight, the worse is still to be expected, our partners
continue to walk by faith and are determined to
remain messengers of hope.

“As a church and for about a year and a
half, we stood by the same people who
were
affected
by
the
explosion.
Unfortunately, until this day, nobody’s
situation is back to where it was before.
There are still a lot of material needs,
psychological issues, and the general
situation of the country is terrible. We
hope we can continue to help many
families and that God can continue to be
glorified in everything we do.”
– David, a church partner
in the Beirut area

SUPPORT CHURCH PARTNERS
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OUT OF DRY BONES
HE MAKES AN ARMY
This article was originally published in the monthly ABTS newsletter.

Today, even though the situation remains difficult because of the economic crisis and the
different challenges Lebanon is going through, we continue to see the life changing hand of God
at work in the lives of those we were able to support. We have seen the focus of many of them shift
from their circumstances towards Christ, His goodness, and His promises for their lives. Below
are some stories of change that our church partners have shared with us. These are the result of
multiple churches and Christian organizations, including ABTS and our friends and partners,
coming together for one purpose. We pray that you are encouraged by them as we are.

Elie from a church serving those impacted around
Beirut:

Roula from a church in the Achrafieh district in
Beirut:

My team and I continue to visit at least six families a
week and follow up with most of the people we were
able to help. One of these families has opened their
home to host a Bible study. They deeply enjoy hearing
about Christ. The father accepted Christ as his Savior a
while back, and I pray that the rest of the family
follows soon. Another person we met is a caretaker
for two elderly men. She has grown tremendously
with the Lord and has shared her faith with so many
around her. There are at least 10 new people at church
who have come because of her outreach! She will
hopefully be baptized soon. The mother of a family
we support has also come to accept Christ as her Lord
and savior. She has a heart to learn more about Christ
and is studying the Bible. She struggles with her
family, mainly because her husband cannot contend
with the idea of a loving God amidst all the suffering
his family has been through. Still, her faith is strong
and is growing every day. I pray that her family
comes to know His love through the change they see
in her.

I am always amazed when I reflect on how the Lord
worked in the aftermath of the Beirut blast. Through
all that has happened over the past two years, we have
seen His hand at work in the lives of those we were
able to reach. We helped several families start selfsustaining businesses. We helped one person open a
produce store, and he used his business to help the
needy in his neighborhood. The largest impact we
were able to see was with three widows who are the
sole supporters of their families. These widows are in
touch with us daily. We share lessons from the Bible
with them and visit them, and they share prayer
requests and pray with us. They always attend our
church’s online service. When we first met them, one
of the ladies was at her breaking point. But the more
we spent time with her in prayer, the more she found
hope in Christ. Today, she finds a reason to live for in
the person of Jesus! I praise Him for His kindness and
providence.

God allowed ABTS to stand beside over one thousand
impacted individuals as they began to get back on
their feet in addition to those hosted on campus.

READ MORE TESTIMONIES
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BUILDING UNITY IN THE BEQAA
BY PAULINE NASRI
& SARAH JENNINGS

“My prayer is not for [believers] alone. I
pray also for those who will believe in me
through their message, that all of them
may be one, Father, just as you are in me,
and I am in you. May they also be in us so
that the world may believe that you have
sent me.” - John 17:21

When we are more than one, we can help carry the
burden of others, express our thoughts, suffer
together, and celebrate together. This is exactly how
the disciples and apostles worked together to lay the
blueprint for missions.
In this spirit of unity, 20 different churches and
ministry institutions from the Beqaa Valley gathered
in July to learn, exchange, and evaluate best practices
for sustainable development. Evangelical church
leaders in Lebanon currently face a heavy
responsibility to the growing needs of their
communities. Yet they are also operating in a tense,
complicated environment because of the economic
crisis and pandemic.
The Arab Baptist Theological Seminary (ABTS),
MERATH, and Heart for Lebanon saw a need for
capacity-building within the Evangelical community,
as humanitarian needs often outstrip the training
required to execute.

“This program intends to develop specific
skills, and we have chosen three types:
transparency,
accountability,
and
professionalism. This program gathers
diligent workers in the Lord's field, which
in the past three years has become more
ripe and ready for the harvest.”
– Nabil Costa, CEO of LSESD

Saad and worship leader Sandra laugh during song time.

This conference was an opportunity for participants
in the field to recharge and collaborate while getting
training and applying important skills. Each leader
was invited to bring two team members to the fourday conference in Zahle, so that those in
implementation roles would be well-trained as well
as those responsible for vision and mission.
Before beginning, Costa challenged the group to
consider the difference between influence and power.
For example, Paul had authority over the church in
Philemon, but he chose to urge and address them
with love, rather than commands. (Philemon 1:8-21)
"Some people seek to have influence and specifically a
positive one. They are not captivated by power, but
make every effort to impact people’s lives... Among
them are people who have a cause, and what cause is
greater than that of people meeting Jesus through our
lives and ministries?" asked Costa.

As the conference continued, you would be hardpressed to find a more engaged, collaborative group.
Especially when analyzing case studies, the room was
alive as the tables debated the best response.
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This active discussion also gave attendees the
opportunity to meet other mission workers outside
their sphere, to think critically, to listen to one
another, and most importantly, to realize the
significance of working collectively. To strengthen this
emphasis on working in unity, Bassem Melki from
ABTS also led a session on peacemaking.
In a seminar on the theology of partnership, Elie
Haddad, ABTS president, emphasized that neither
churches or NGOs have a mission. It is God who has a
mission in the world, and the church is here to fulfill
his mission.

“The context in which the word “fellowship”
(koinonia) is used in the New Testament is always one
of ministry. Whenever we experience fellowship with
one another, we are doing so in the context of
ministry. This is its context in the New Testament, so
whenever we think of fellowship with one another, it
is good to think of how we are ministering with one
another. We do not each have an isolated ministry. We
do not go for coffee with one another and then each
return to our isolated ministry. Fellowship is
ministry,” said Haddad.

“We cannot each come up with a mission.
Our vision must well up from what we
are convinced God is doing in our region
through the Church, all while being
faithful to this calling and vision. So it is
very important to remember that the
mission belongs to God. The ministry
belongs to God. The field belongs to God.
And we are soldiers in His hands sent out
to fulfill His ministry, mission, and field."
– Elie Haddad, ABTS president

At the end of the conference, we closed in a time of
prayer. Each team shared their current prayer
requests, the needs in their community, and
opportunities for improvement. It was beautiful to see
the newly discovered areas of growth and interest in
subsequent trainings across the region.
Please pray with us that these leaders would continue
to foster a deep sense of partnership, love, and unity
between the churches and ministry institutions in the
Beqaa Valley.

Haddad also explored the meaning of the word
fellowship in the New Testament. Most of us think of
fellowship as a shared meal, a fun group activity, or a
worship service. While these are all wonderful, we can
also think of fellowship as serving together.

A FLOURISHING ARAB CHURCH
Our mission at LSESD is to strengthen the witness
of the Church in the Arab World. We do this
through partnerships with local churches,
ministries, and schools.

READ STORIES
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Beirut Explosion: Two Years Later

For about 20 months after the Beirut explosion, MERATH supported 20 churches and
community-based partners as they responded to the needs of over 6,000 households in their
neighborhoods. In the process, God opened many doors for them to build new meaningful
relationships and strengthen their practical Christian testimony.

STAFF PICKS
REVIEW

LISTEN
Gospel singer CeCe
Winans performs
"Believe for It" about
trusting God's plan

A new illustrated Bible
storybook for kids
teaches God's story
with beauty and truth

None of this would be possible if it
weren’t for you, our faithful partners,
friends and loyal supporters.

PARTNER IN OUR MINISTRY

www.lsesd.org

| www.mebo.org

Sign up for LSESD's newsletter at
www.lsesd.org/newslettersignup/

LSESD benefits from the support of MEBO, a 501(c)(3) corporation based in Atlanta, GA, in raising awareness and support among our US friends.
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