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CHANGING HEARTS:

The Power of Holistic Education





Editor's Note

By Sarah Jennings

"Instruct the wise

and they will be

wiser still; teach

the righteous and

they will add to

their learning."

                                       

Proverbs 9:9
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At the writing of this note, the Lebanese education minister
has still not announced a start date for the public schools.
22% of Lebanese children and 63% of Syrian refugee children
were estimated to be out of school last year. Likely even
more students will drop out now. Instead, they'll spend their
days looking for their next meal.

Hundreds of people are stepping up to help keep students in
school though — MERATH church partners, SKILD
therapists, BBS teachers, just to name a few. None of them
could continue without the support of our partners all
around the world.

These leaders sacrifice to provide education to children, not
simply to transfer knowledge, but because schools are often
the gateways to communities. In this newsletter, you'll read
how BBS teachers are praying for their classes, about the
risks to education that Syrian refugees are facing currently,
why BCYM focused on training youth this summer, and how
we’ve seen God changing this country’s hearts for students
with special needs. 

Thank you for helping us care for children and their families
in a way that impacts their whole mind, body, and soul. 



I pray for strength, wisdom and
sound-mind for our teachers to
help and support our learners with
their academic gaps and emotional
needs.

As Beirut Baptist School (BBS) steps into a new academic year, dichotomous feelings of excitement and anxiety
encompass our staff. On one hand, we are thrilled to see that BBS has been receiving an all-time-high number of
registrations for the upcoming year. Nonetheless, we are anxious about the parents and teachers who are struggling to
make ends meet, due to the relentless devaluation of the Lebanese Lira. 

Many of our BBS families are newly poor, struggling to survive on lira-based-salaries. (Three years ago, $1 used to be
equivalent to 1,500 LBP. Now, $1 is equivalent to 38,000 LBP, resulting in the second highest global inflation rate 178%.)
To make matters worse, public schools in Lebanon are not an alternative option, as the government has not yet
announced the starting date for the new academic year. They are also not sufficiently equipped with educational
resources to accommodate their increasing number of students. As a result, 3 in 10 young people in Lebanon have
stopped their education. Sadly, 13% of children under the age of 18 are being prompted to find jobs to help their parents
financially. This is why it is so crucial that we continue to help as many students at BBS as we can.

In a time of economic and political collapse, we find great hope in spiritual, holistic education. At the start of the year,
we can’t help but express our gratitude for the teachers who have stayed, regardless of the consistent devaluation of
their basic salaries that are paid in Lebanese pound. We also thank God for the partners who have given above and
beyond to help us increase salaries and subsidize student tuition. The needs increase, but our God has been faithful until
now. As we face another storm, we have complete trust in a God who calls out “Peace! Be still!” (Mark 4:39). 

This year I look forward to transmitting the
peace that Jesus has put in us and to be the light
between the students, so they know there is
always a solution and hope. I pray for protection
for students on what they see and hear because
they are exposed daily to toxic contents that are
affecting their mental health and their self-
image.
  
— Carole Hennaoui 7— Linda Gedeon         

WE PRAY FOR 

 CALMER SEAS
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BY MARIAN CHOUEIFATI

WE ASKED TEACHERS...

HOW CAN WE BE PRAYING FOR YOUR CLASSROOM

THIS SCHOOL YEAR?

https://www.thenationalnews.com/business/economy/2022/08/17/lebanon-expected-to-record-second-highest-inflation-rate-globally-in-2022/


Teenager mental health is very critical, as we have
a big number of students with high anxiety levels,
depression, and suicidal thoughts. Corona had its
damage and their intense engagement on social
media is not helping in this regard, in addition to
the difficult situation in Lebanon and the financial
peer pressure they are facing. I pray we as
Christian counselors, teachers and administrators
can share and show students through our actions
and decisions the message of eternal peace that
transcends all understanding.
  

— Celia Khater

— Carole Hennaoui 79

— Linda Gedeon         

[I pray] for God to give me eyes to see these students as
he does them and look beyond difficult behavior and
rough exteriors. Also [I look forward to] going deeper
with students who have begun studying the Bible on
their own or have expressed interest in Christianity.

— Lea Sakr

— Linda Gedeon         

[I pray] for wisdom so the team
and I can take the right
decisions in the right time.
[Also, I hope] to be able to say at
the end of the year: With the
circumstances given, I, as a
daughter of God, did the best I
can to ensure that this academic
year was fruitful and
meaningful to C1 students.

— Lea Sakr

— Lea Sakr

Pray for the Bible classes to
be a place of spiritual
healing and growth where
kids learn to build healthy
relationships with each
other and with God. 

— Mona BouChahine — Drew Caldwell

— Lea Sakr

May the light and the image of Jesus reflect
through each one of us. May we give hope with a
smile or a word to the ones we meet throughout
the day whether in classes, hallways, stairs,
offices, playgrounds and anywhere else.

— Sylva Bardakjian

I am looking forward to building
new relationships with teachers,
parents, and kids. I pray that the
Lord may use us to support one
another and that others may see
him in everything we do or say. 

— Ruth Al Salibi 
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Back to school period isn’t the same for everyone.
Perhaps, for you it reminds you of the anxiety of
finishing summer. For some kids, it’s the excitement
for buying new stationery and backpacks. Yet we live
at a time where we can’t deny the significance of
education, and the reality that education isn’t available
for everyone to obtain.

For 10 years, the situation of Syrian refugees in
Lebanon has not progressed. In Lebanon alone there
are 1.5 million Syrian refugees. Today nine out of 10
Syrians live in extreme poverty in Lebanon. Not only
that, but also 60 percent of 660,000 Syrian school-age
children are currently not getting an education. In
July, the Lebanese government issued a plan to send
1.5 million Syrians back, at a rate of 15,000 Syrians
monthly. However, for many Syrian refugees going
back is not an option.

A Syrian family was displaced due to the war in Idlib.
After the war began, the family moved to Lebanon in
2013 and have been living here ever since. The parents
and their four children have been living in one room
placed over the roof of a building. This one room
without a kitchen or a fridge serves as the bedroom,
the study, and play space for the children, and it’s also
where they sleep, eat, fight, and celebrate.

“We’ve been in this situation for the past nine years. In
these nine years, we have died thousands of times.
Although we are alive, we are dead. We don’t go out or
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WHEN EDUCATION

BECOMES A LUXURY 

BY PAULINE NASRI 

do anything. I feel like I’m in prison… It’s an emotional
stress, more than you can imagine,” said Fawaz*, the
father.

The other two eldest sons don’t stay with the family;
they sleep in the same place where they work. One
works as a mechanic and the other works at a
restaurant. The two provide money for the family, yet
it is barely enough for rent and electricity. The father
said that it’s a crisis if any of the kids get sick or need a
prescribed medication because they can’t afford any
of it. As for the mother, Hana*, she is now pregnant
with her seventh child. Sadly, she doesn’t have a
pregnant belly since she can’t buy the vitamins needed
for the growth of the baby.

Schooling provides hope for another day

Three of their children attend an education center in
Lebanon run by one of MERATH’s partner churches.
The parents are supportive and want the children to
continue their education. 

Syrian refugees face risk to their lives as well as the
chance to continue education. Hana said they have
nothing left in Syria, not even one single cup. It’s also
risky to go back as their region is occupied. 

Fawaz said that there is no future for his kids in Syria,
so even though their life in Lebanon is extremely
tough, the family can’t go back. 

“I’d rather they [his children] die here [in Lebanon] or
in any other country and not return back,” said Fawaz.

The family is grateful for the church's support
whether in supplying food or medication whenever
they are available. Yet, their hope is to travel and have
a stable life where their kids can continue their
education.

“What I’ve seen from the church, I haven't seen from
others. I consider them as my role models,” Fawaz
said. 

https://www.unhcr.org/lb/at-a-glance
https://www.unhcr.org/lb/14025-nine-out-of-ten-syrian-refugee-families-in-lebanon-are-now-living-in-extreme-poverty-un-study-says.html
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/12/03/lebanon-syrian-refugee-children-blocked-school
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/7/6/lebanon-plans-syrian-refugee-repatriation-within-months-minister


SUPPORT MERATH
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As for Syrian refugees, many families unfortunately
rely on their children, especially their sons, to work
and provide for the family. When you consider that
even supplying basic needs such as food and rent is a 
struggle, education often must be put on hold. In
many cases, we can prevent child labor by keeping
learning centers free and accessible.

Faris said that the Lebanese government's policy to
send Syrians back is not recent, and in fact, it has been
issued multiple times, though in different ways.
Regardless, Faris will use the present time to invest in
the lives of Syrian refugee teenagers. He said many of
these students are geniuses.

At Faris' school, there is a big focus on the academic
part of education; however, they also emphasize
offering a peaceful environment and making the
students feel loved. Despite all the setbacks, education
is essential in the lives of refugees in Lebanon. 

At MERATH, we are committed to high-quality, non-
formal education and psychosocial support in safe,
protective environments. Please continue praying for
mercy, peace, and a future for all the students and
families impacted by these education centers.

*Names have been changed for privacy

Through local churches and faith-based organizations, MERATH
implements relief and development projects for thousands of displaced
and vulnerable families in Lebanon, Syria, and Iraq in the fields of basic
needs, education and child protection and livelihoods.

When it comes to the church-based education centers,
there is a limit to the ages and grades for which these
schools can provide education. Most churches and
organizations provide only primary school education
for refugees.  While the future of these Syrian students
attending education centers may feel uncertain at
times, still the present carries much hope for them. 

The students dream big. One of Fawaz’s daughters,
Raneem* wants to become a pediatrician. 

Raneem expressed her gratitude for the education
center, “…because of school, I learned to write and
read.” 

Expanding education opportunities to
teenagers

There is more pressure on organizations to make
decisions as refugee crises are expanding all over the
world – in Ukraine, Afghanistan, or in other countries.
However, the government threat to send Syrians back
isn’t stopping organizations in Lebanon from
continuing their work in education. 

Fadi Faris is the principal of School of Hope (SOH), a
school for teenage refugees in Zahle. Previously, Faris
worked for another church-based education center
that MERATH supports in the Beqaa valley, until God
put on his heart to start a new ministry with older
students. He saw so much potential in the students
who graduated from our partner center that he
wanted them to have an opportunity to continue their
studies.

According to Faris, education in Lebanon has become
a challenge for the Lebanese families as well. He said
some Lebanese families had to take out their children
from schools because of the economic crisis in
Lebanon. 

 “There is nothing more left from life other
than seeing our kids studying, reaching
places, and seeing them happy. That’s our
dream."

                                                  - Fawaz,
Syrian father of six

https://merathlebanon.org/donate/


Surprisingly, she doesn’t face bullying or mistreatment
outside her home or at her school, but rather, school
for her is a safe place. She enjoys going there, loves to
study, and has a strong memory. Her father said that
she doesn’t see herself as different from others. How
wonderful that is! 

Her mother shared with me more about how she has a
servant-minded and obedient heart as she helps her in
the kitchen by peeling potatoes and squeezing lemon.
My heart leapt with joy hearing that she is that close to
cooking all by herself. 

THE JOY OF SEEING THEM

CELEBRATED

B Y  R E B E C C A  M A S S O U H  

Inside the hall of Saydet El Inaya church in
Maghdouche, many families of children and adults
with special needs and learning difficulties began to
gather. Yet there was one family who caught my
attention.

They were all laughing, enjoying dinner and each
other’s company as loud, joyful music played in the
background. Exuberant joy was evident on their faces,
as this was a special day for them that they always
looked forward to where they will be celebrated for
their uniqueness.

One family’s experience raising a child with
special needs  

This family has a daughter with Down Syndrome
called Christy. She is full of life and self-confidence.
When I asked her parents about her, I was both
surprised yet filled with joy to hear their answers. 

When asked what life is like for Christy, her father
gladly said that it is normal. 

Her mother added confidently, “She is not different at
all from her siblings. You wouldn’t know the
difference among them.”
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also by expanding its presence in schools of various
religious and community lines. 

The team was intentional about including diverse
secular and religious leaders such as Dr. Hector Hajjar
(Minister of Social Affairs) under the patronage of the
Greek Catholic Archdiocese of Sidon and Deir El-
Qamar, Archbishop Elie El-Haddad,  Charbel Younan
(Ambassador of the International Organization for the
Defense of Human Rights in Cyprus), and Kamal
Baddah (Ambassador of the International Organization
of Human Rights in the European Union). Though we
may not share all the same beliefs, we are grateful to
work together to serve the community.

In an interview with Dr. Hector Hajjar, Minister of
Social Affairs, it became clear that the future is
changing for people with disabilities.

“Since 2001 till today, there has been a rooted change in
their education, their inclusion in the society, in jobs,
and in practicing their talents in music and sports,” said
Hajjar.

The Evangelical Church is working together with the
Catholic Church in sharing Gospel resources from Dar
Manhal Al Hayat (DMAH), which publishes and
distributes a wide range of Christian and educational
resources in Arabic in response to the needs of both the
Church and the community.

“This is a valuable start, and it preaches about Christ,”
said El-Haddad.

May God lead His children to always demonstrate His
love to the least of these, by being to them Christ’s
hands and feet. 

“Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers
dwell in unity!” Psalm 133:1
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Laboring Together 

This special event led by founder of SKILD and CEO of
LSESD, Dr. Nabil Costa in partnership with the “Faith
and Light” Organization across Lebanon, was held
specifically in Maghdouche village at the Saydet El
Mantara Church on August 2, 2022.  

This event is two-faceted, as it brings both the
Evangelical Church and the Catholic Church in
Lebanon together. Where there was once cultural
disagreement and a wall built between them over
differing theological beliefs, this partnership found a
way to break down this wall. This gathering is also a
great cause that both exalts the Lord Jesus and brings
joy to the hearts of those who have disabilities, thus
offering them spiritual and moral support.  

“Our priority is Jesus, then our brother who no one
looks after, and who the society neglects, as well as the
brothers whom their parents would leave at home,”
stated Warde Mansour, Coordinator of the Province of
Maghdouche in South Lebanon.

She added that through working with them, we can
deliver the word of Jesus to them in a simple way. She
also called for unity and love among the churches. 

Is the inclusion of people with social  and
learning challenges necessary for the society?

Father Chadi explained, “They are God’s creation, and
they are brothers to us.” 

He went on to say that we should follow the example
of Jesus, quoting what Jesus said in Matthew 25:40,
“Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least
of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.”

SKILD has been advocating for kids with learning
difficulties, not just in the Evangelical community, but 

“When SKILD came to the scene, the team
started shedding the light on individuals with
special needs and helping society to have a
different view of them, to respect them and treat
them in a way which is worthy of them.” 

                         – Charbel Younan, Ambassador
of the International Organization for the

Defense of Human Rights in Cyprus



A LONG-AWAITED

HARVEST: BCYM

SUMMER RECAP

B Y  S A R A H  J E N N I N G S

Saad and worship leader Sandra laugh during song time.

Especially for small churches in Lebanon, there are
rarely dedicated children or youth workers to
organize camps and training. However, there are
many willing, passionate volunteers in these
churches, but what they need is a catalyst!

This gap is where BCYM has focused its efforts this
year, with the goal of equipping young church leaders
and young believers to serve in their communities. So
far, three clusters of ministries have formed in
different regions: Mount Lebanon, South Lebanon,
and the Bekaa valley.

Be
kaa

Ministry work is often like gardening. You till the soil,
plant seeds, faithfully water, but mostly you watch
and hope for fruit. Then, all at once, when the weather
is finally right, the garden seems to explode with new
life. 

For BCYM, this summer felt like a long-awaited
harvest season. Dozens of volunteers and Ghina Saad,
BCYM Senior Officer, worked behind the scenes all
spring to build relationships in different regions of
Lebanon, so that the summer camp season could take
off in new communities. 

Ever since the pandemic, BCYM has experienced a
transformation to match the current climate in
Lebanon. This started small with the Camp-In-A-Box
projects, which enabled us to reach new groups,
namely Catholic and Maronite churches.
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Volunteers lead a camp in Maghdouche, a Catholic parish.

At the same time, we observed a need for
encouragement in local churches, as Lebanon’s severe
economic and social challenges drive many youth
and church leaders to emigrate. 

South 

Zahle
Kherbeh

Maghdouche
Saida

Mieh w Mieh

Maaroufiye
Sem'aniye

Ain Zahlta

M
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A month later, one of the church leaders sent us an
audio message about the impact of these lessons on
some children in their community. 

“Yesterday we (Ramzi and I) were visiting a family of
two kids in the Sunday school, Romel and Chloe.
While we were sitting in their home, the mother said
that after the kids went back from the kids camp in
Kherbeh, they were changed. They were being very
careful in their behaviors. The lesson shared
penetrated their hearts, and they are trying to live out
what they heard with their ears, their eyes, their hands
and their feet,” said Daisy, the wife of Pastor Ramzi in
the Presbyterian Church in Zahle.

This camp’s impact continued to grow! Daisy saw the
need for something similar at her church in Zahle to
bring new life and encourage the community. She
asked if it would be possible to collaborate with BCYM
on a worship night.

Ghina explained, “And we never say no for such
things. This is what I love to do.“ 

In the Bekaa valley, for example, we started with a Dir
Belak camp in Kherbeh. Similar to the June camp in
Mansourieh, the theme was inspired by the song “O Be
Careful Little Eyes” and focused on helping kids
understand how to both guard their senses and
celebrate them as gifts from God. Each day’s
curriculum was concentrated on a different sense,
such as eyes, ears and mouth, and finally, arms and
legs.

This worship night included everyone at the church –
from adults to little kids. In this way, we can
encourage adult leaders and build connections to
continue kids’ ministry on a long-term basis. We also
never know quite where the Holy Spirit will move.

Boys show off their crafts at the Dir Belak camp in Kherbeh.

Volunteers lead kids in songs during the worship night at
the Presbyterian Church in Zahle.

Pastor Ramzi preaches during the worship night in Zahle.

Two youth stood outside the worship night
afterwards, patiently waiting for an opportunity to
talk to the pastor. Though neighbors in the
community, it was their first time at church. This
began a deep conversation, which revealed another
new project – meetings specifically for youth. Daisy
and Ghina have big dreams for what’s next.

https://www.lsesd.org/ordinary-people-extraordinary-god/
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Similar to this story in the Beqaa valley, the other two
clusters have also experienced ripple effects in their
growth. From Maghdouche, we’re now expanding to
Saida and Mieh w Mieh. From Maaroufiye, we’ve
reached Ain Zhalta and Sem’aniye.

We’re so thankful for the many volunteers, church
leaders, and international partners who have served
alongside us this summer. As the ministry continues to
grow, we pray that a new generation of young men
and women will rise up to take on responsibilities and
initiatives within the children and youth ministries of
the Lebanese churches and to reach out to the
communities around them with God’s love.

Thinking about sending a team to help out at one
of our camps? We host camps, worship nights,
and bible groups with local churches all year
around.  

"God’s Word doesn’t fall to the ground. It
doesn’t leave us empty. We are praying
and the Lord is able to do something that
we can’t imagine.” 

                                                  - Daisy,
Presbyterian Church in Zahle

A kid in Zahle grins during a game at the worship night.

A Zahle church volunteer explains a BCYM activity.

Kids receive free books from Dar Manhal al Hayat (DMAH)
at the end of the BCYM Zahle worship night.

CONTACT US

V O L U N T E E R  A T  A  

B C Y M  C A M P

https://www.lsesd.org/learn-more/
https://www.bcymlebanon.org/contact-bcym/


READ

PARTNER IN OUR MINISTRY

LISTEN

None of this would be possible if it
weren’t for you, our faithful partners,

friends and loyal supporters.
Sign up for LSESD's newsletter at

www.lsesd.org/newslettersignup/

 www.lsesd.org |  www.mebo.org

A beautiful book

explores the concept of

rest and its spiritual

significance.

STAFF PICKS

Christian singer Ryan

Ellis performs "Heart of

the Father" about God's

love.

LSESD benefits from the support of MEBO, a 501(c)(3) corporation based in Atlanta, GA, in raising awareness and support among our US friends.
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Education is about so much more than transferring knowledge. We have the
opportunity and privilege, especially during this time of crisis in Lebanon, to
support students and their families by caring for their whole mind, body, and soul.

HOW IS GOD WORKING 

THROUGH HOLISTIC EDUCATION?

 

https://www.lsesd.org/donate/
https://www.facebook.com/LSESD
https://twitter.com/LSESD
https://www.instagram.com/lsesd/
https://www.amazon.com/Biggest-Story-Bible-Storybook/dp/1433557371/r
https://www.alabasterco.com/products/towards-rest
https://www.alabasterco.com/products/towards-rest
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fd24fpsF1Qw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-EjeofFrJSU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-EjeofFrJSU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-EjeofFrJSU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oDbJPKi_i-s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oDbJPKi_i-s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oDbJPKi_i-s
https://www.lsesd.org/newslettersignup/
http://www.lsesd.org/
https://www.mebo.org/
http://www.mebo.org/

