


Have we lost the art of listening? 

We live in the age of information overload. Usually, we listen to people’s words to
know what action is needed next. For a friend, you might listen to give advice. At
work, you’re adding to your to-do list. Perhaps when reading our newsletter,
you’re scanning to find where your help is needed most.

Yet a Syrian mother told us, “Thank you for listening to me; this is what counts.”
There are many things she needs, but being heard was most important to her. 

This month, the first couple of articles are simply the words of two women,
transcribed into English for you. Though sometimes it’s necessary to add context
and stitch together several perspectives, a singular voice will tell you a distinctly
human story – one focused on their hopes and fears.

The other features rely on first-hand interviews, such as female Arab writers,
parents of special needs individuals, and Middle Eastern pastors. We hope you take
the time to really hear the stories of these often-marginalized voices, just as our
Father God hears. 

No one is voiceless. The question is, are you listening?

Editor's Note

By Sarah Jennings

I love the Lord, 

for he heard my

voice;

he heard my cry for

mercy.

Because he turned

his ear to me,

I will call on him as

long as I live.

                                                                       

Psalm 116: 1-2
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This is what I can afford. They are always cold, and
they need clothes. I can’t provide all that they need.
The older four children are very smart, but they
stopped school. I can’t afford that, how can I? The
transportation fees are way higher than before, that’s
why. 

MY NAME 

IS NAJWA

My name is Najwa, I have 7 children. I am from Aleppo.
We fled the suffering and the war and came to Lebanon
since it’s a safe country for us and our children. My
eldest was 4, the second 3, and the youngest was 1 and a
half years old. I got three other children here. Now I have
3 boys and 4 girls.  

We fled the war and came to Lebanon, since it’s a safe
country for us and our children. One day before fleeing,
we were completely out of food. The kids started
nagging; they were very hungry. I had a small amount of
flour, and I started making dough to make some bread.
The plane saw us lighting a fire at sunset, and it started
hovering above our house. They struck us 12 times, and 
bullet fragments filled the house. The kids and I started
hiding behind the closet and under the table and the
beds; the whole house was destroyed. We lost
everything. 

The next day, our neighbors were also hit by a plane. The
situation was just disastrous. My children have been
deprived of school, education, everything. They have
been heavily traumatized by the things that they went
through, especially from seeing dead bodies in the street.
It was God in His will who saved us from all this. We
didn’t know where the raids were coming from, it was all
around us, and we didn’t know where to go and where to
hide. 

A lot has changed these two years. They used to get
hungry all the time. My youngest, Samir, is one and a half
years old. Instead of giving him milk and proper food, I
feed him tomato marmalade with bread. 
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 I wish they could go to school and
have a good life. I wish they
wouldn’t suffer as much. 
 
 

Translated by Sandra el  Haj j

Najwa is a Syrian mother whose youngest child is
enrolled in the child-friendly space that MERATH
supports for toddlers. This project, known as the Little
Friendly Space, is located in the Beqaa valley in 
 Lebanon, where many refugee families have settled after
fleeing the Syrian civil war. 

So, there is no way to enroll them all five in school.
Their father’s job was better before, now he has
chronic leg pain because of all of the construction
work he did. He can’t work for long hours anymore. I
work irregularly as well. Now we are jobless.  

What I currently need the most is to feed my children.
They need to eat and grow healthily. I wish they could
go to school and have a good life. I wish they wouldn’t
suffer as much.  
 



Samir comes to the Little Friendly Space, drinks milk,
and eats good food. This makes me happy knowing
that he is full. The ladies there feed the kids, take care
of them, keep them warm, and this makes me happy.
He’s been coming here for almost two years, and it
made a huge difference in his character. He tells
everyone “I was at school today!” with a big smile on
his face. “I studied and played and ate.” I also got to
know the church; everyone is so very kind. I feel very
safe with these people. May God bless them. My hope
is in God alone. I wish He would change things for us.
What more can I say? It would take a lifetime to tell my
story, but I’m just hoping and believing.  

Pray for us to stay healthy and strong. I pray that God
would ease our suffering, whether here in Lebanon or
in Syria. Other people are hungry and in need, not
only us. This prayer is for me and other families as
well. May He have mercy on all His children.
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VISIT BLOG

MERATH partners with local churches to
provide education, child protection, and hope. 

L I S T E N  T O  M O R E  

M O T H E R S  L I K E  N A J W A

Thank you for everything. Thank you for
listening to me; this is what counts. Thank 
you for helping us and showing us compassion
and empathy. 
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And whatever comes from God is good.
If God sends us help, we thank Him,
and if not, we thank Him still. He is in
control, and we cannot do more than
what we are already doing.

https://mebo.org/night-to-shine/
https://merathlebanon.org/news/


MY STORY: ABTS

STUDENT GEYLAN

FROM SYRIA

As I prayed, I asked God why He had allowed us to go
through wars and lose our home. I asked Him if Jesus
was really God. Then, as I slept, I saw my spirit leave
my body and ascend high up. 

As I watched my body from above, I saw a white
object glimmering brightly. To my right, I saw a cross,
and before me, I saw a tree. The names of the prophets
were written on that tree. Then, I heard a voice say,
“This is the cross on which my Son gave Himself for
you. He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. Follow
Him.”

One Sunday, there was a celebration at a church that a
non-Christian religious leader attended. After the
meeting, the pastor honored the religious leader and
gave him a Bible. While giving his thank you speech,
he said that he didn’t fully understand the Kurdish
language, but that he was happy to take the Bible and
that all the nations of the earth should know the way
of Jesus. Being a non-Christian myself, his words held
much significance. All people should know Jesus, even
the religious leader who uttered those words.

During one meeting, I asked my friend to pray that
God shows me the meaning of the dream. She held my
hand and as she said, “we are the salt of the earth”, that
same vision flashed before me as I closed my eyes in
prayer. 

My husband, kids and I used to live in Aleppo. When
the war broke out in 2011, we left Aleppo and took
refuge in Afrin. In 2018, when the Turkish forces
raided Afrin, and the war broke out there, my daughter
started having epileptic seizures at the loud sounds of
explosions. We had to flee Afrin and, once more,
return to Aleppo. When my husband was about to be
taken into mandatory military conscription, we fled to
Lebanon.

In Lebanon, we came across a Kurdish speaking
church service led by ABTS graduate Nabou Abbas. I
was a non-Christian, but my husband had already
begun attending the church. “You will feel so peaceful
if you go,” he would tell me.

It was a struggle for me since I grew up believing that
Christ did not die and rise again. After discussing the
matter with my husband, we agreed that we would
seek God together. We didn’t just want the truth
revealed in a dream. We asked God to reveal it to us in
a tangible way. The next day, my husband called me
from work and asked me to go outside. It was around
3pm at that time, and yet, the sky was so dark!

We had seen how darkness fell upon the earth as Jesus
died on the cross in a film about Jesus, so we both
believed that this was a sign from God. We began to
attend Bible studies at church, and as the pastor spoke
about Jesus’ divinity, I could not accept his words. I
didn’t share my concerns with my husband; I prayed
alone. I was sure that God would reveal the truth to
me.
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Geylan is studying theology at the Arab
Baptist Theological Seminary (ABTS), so
she can better share God’s word with her
people. This is her testimony of how she
came to faith. 



ABTS offers specialized learning resources and
trains faithful men and women for effective
service. Their vision is to see God glorified, people
reconciled, and communities restored through the
Church in the Arab world.

Read More From ABTS

I am praying that, by next year, my parents and
parents-in-law would have come to know Christ.

I am currently part of Resurrection Church Beirut and
attend their Kurdish Church. I used to serve kids, then I
began to lead two home groups, and currently, I am
leading six home groups. I decided to study theology at
ABTS so I could better share God’s word with my
people. Studying theology has improved my ministry to
children and home groups. It improved my
understanding of Scripture and helped me serve more
effectively.

When we opened our eyes, I was smiling from ear to
ear. “Were you laughing at me?” my friend asked, but
I explained that God was showing me new things
about what the dream meant. Whenever they prayed
for me at church, the Lord showed me something
new about the dream, and they told me that I was
accepting the work of the Holy Spirit.

As I was at church listening to songs of praise, Jesus
erased my fears. As I closed my eyes, I saw Him
approach me. He held my hand and helped me rise
up. He placed a crown on my head, but I couldn’t see
His face because it shined brightly. My clothes were
so white, and I saw that my husband had a crown too
and also wore white. Joy filled my heart. I knelt down
at His feet, but He asked me to rise up.

This year, both my husband and I got baptized. Ever
since coming to the faith in April 2019, my husband
and I have come to love and understand one another
better. I used to hold grudges towards others. 
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One time, I was praying to God because
my brother was persecuting me. I was
afraid. At the same time, I was sure that I
would never give up my faith in Christ. 

"I finally understood what that
glimmering white object was. I
saw that God wanted me to be the
salt of the earth and to preach
Jesus’ name to my people."

Today, I have forgiven my brother who is
still opposing me. If the Father so freely
forgave us, who am I not to forgive others?
God used me to share His love with others. 

E Q U I P P I N G  M E N  A N D  W O M E N

F O R  F A I T H F U L  S E R V I C E

https://merathlebanon.org/2021/07/08/where-does-our-help-come-from/
https://abtslebanon.org/portfolio-types/storiesannouncements/


I loved the idea of enhancing my writing
skills. I have many ideas that I would like
to elaborate on—they are only bits and
pieces, but I have not had the courage to
actually start doing something about
them. I felt that the starting point is
attending this workshop. 

THE VOICES OF

ARAB WOMEN

Worship songs filled the room as women from around
the Arab world sang praises to God during the opening
session of the two-day workshop. Although these
women represented five different countries, each came
to the LSESD campus with a common passion: writing.
From February 4-5, Dar Manhal al Hayat (DMAH) hosted
a writing workshop as part of their ongoing A Voice for
Arab Women project—a three-year project that seeks to
elevate the stories of women throughout the Arab world.
 
“The purpose of this project is to elevate the voices of
Arab women and change society’s perception of them,”
shared Sawsan Tannoury, the Publishing Director of
DMAH. “So much of the literature in the Arab world is
written by men, so we want this project to serve as a
platform for women to share their perspectives to the
wider world. At the same time, we want to train women
in how to become better writers and published authors.” 

At the end of the project three books will be produced
which present a compilation of stories from women
throughout the Arab world on a variety of topics,
including challenges faced by the Arab women, success
stories, and things they wish Arab men knew. 
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In preparation for publishing, DMAH will host three
writing workshops to give both novice and experienced
female writers a chance to hone their skills and explore
their passion. 

B Y  J U L I A  W A L L A C E  

— Heba Tawfic Lutfallah, 
     an attendee from Egypt
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https://youtu.be/f1oybHKLpcw
https://youtu.be/f1oybHKLpcw


H E L P  U S  R E M I N D  T H E M  T H E Y

A R E  R O Y A L T Y  I N  G O D ’ S

E Y E S  A N D  O U R S !  

“I learned lots of new things,” shared Nahal Isaac, a
dentist and non-profit founder from Syria. “I learned
that the most important thing is teamwork. I liked that
idea a lot and I’ll be focusing on that in the future. The
workshop also helped me feel responsible towards
my ideas that haven’t been expressed, leading me to
seriously consider letting out all that I want to say.
This talent is a gift from the Lord, and I should use
and develop it.” 

Tannoury shared that the primary goal of this project
is not just to impart technical skills and help women
become better writers, although that is a goal. Rather,
DMAH wants this project to emphasize the
importance of women from a biblical view and share
how God has endowed women with innate value and
unique gifts. This is a goal that inspired many of the
women to join this project and participate in the
workshop. 

“We are rooted in a society that is very tough on
women. Our Arab societies often teach us wrong
beliefs about ourselves,” shared Lutfallah. “It
definitely varies from one country to another, but
after speaking with many women from all around the
world, I discovered Satan intends to shake women
and intends to keep them away from God, and to
perceive themselves in a wrong way. He wants the
woman to underestimate herself and her value."

SEE APPLICATION

As part of our commitment to see all voices
heard in the Arab world, DMAH is currently
seeking stories from Arab women across the
MENA region. 

The February workshop included practical discussions
on topics relevant to aspiring authors, led by current
authors and people in the publishing field. Session
discussions touched on topics such as “developing the
idea for your book or article in an attractive way”,
“common mistakes in Arabic writing,” “the publishing
process: working with an editor”, and “how to grow and
succeed as a writer.” Each day also included time for
women to practice writing and to receive feedback in a
collaborative group setting. 

All this inspires me to reach more women,
especially Arab women, to help them view
themselves the right way, to know that
God created them beautiful, and that the
injustice and suffering they are going
through is not from God…I want them to
have a strong relationship with God and
to be the genuine, complete, and free
selves that God created them to be.” 

— Heba Tawfic Lutfallah, 
     an attendee from Egypt

S H A R E  Y O U R  S T O R Y
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https://darmanhal.org/a-voice-for-arab-women/
https://darmanhal.org/a-voice-for-arab-women/


Nadine taught me true love, kindness, self-
confidence, and tenderness... As a message to other
parents: Please be patient, show them all the love and
care they need, they are a blessing from God. Preserve
it as much as possible. 
  

— Mother of Nadine

There are no words to express how
much I think these parents are
strong, they’re champions, our
efforts and the challenges we face
as professional athletes are nothing
compared to them. They’re more
than champions. They are
superheroes.   

— Walid Doumiati,           

IN THE SPOTLIGHT:

NIGHT TO SHINE 2022
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Every year in February, Night to Shine sweeps the world, bringing
prom to individuals with special needs. It’s a joyful night to remind
them that they are royalty in God’s eyes. 

This year, our special guests glowed as they walked the red carpet to
cheers and clapping. Inside, these super stars had another surprise -
celebrity guests! We were lucky to be joined by the MVP of the
Lebanese National Basketball team, who had just won the final match
of the Arab Men's Basketball Championship.

As you read the testimonies below, we hope you're able to feel the joy
and hope that overflowed as the attendees spoke.

Professional Basketball Player

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walid_Doumiati


SKILD's vision is to see every child in Lebanon and the Middle East recognized for 
their potential and valued as an integral part of society. 

 
 
 
 

PARTNER WITH SKILD

H E L P  U S  R E M I N D  T H E M  T H E Y

A R E  R O Y A L T Y  I N  G O D ’ S

E Y E S  A N D  O U R S !  

These kids are pure and innocent;
they don’t know hatred or hold any
grudges. 

My daughter has taught me
patience, love, and loyalty. Every
child is a gift from God, and it’s
our duty to accept and cherish
them no matter what. It’s a test
that we need to go through and
learn from. 

These kids need lots of love,
security, and selflessness. I’m beside
her whatever she needs and dreams
to achieve, she has all my support,
till the end.

— Mother of Hadeel
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SEE MORE PHOTOS

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m5gUIBbBwPM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m5gUIBbBwPM
https://mebo.org/skild-give/
https://mebo.org/skild-give/
https://skild-edu.org/portfolio-item/night-to-shine-2022/


DONATE TO LSESD

READREAD

None of this would be possible if it
weren’t for you, our faithful partners,

friends and loyal supporters.
Sign up for LSESD's newsletter at

www.lsesd.org/newslettersignup/

 www.LSESD.org |  www.mebo.org

Cultivating Disciples in the Arab World

Reporter Jayson Casper

investigates the need for

interfaith cooperation in

Lebanon

STAFF PICKS

Four Baylor alumni share

how their education

equipped them for their

current work at LSESD

LSESD benefits from the support of MEBO, a 501(c)(3) corporation based in Atlanta, GA, in raising awareness and support among our US friends.
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Only 20 years ago, there were only a few hundred followers of Christ in the Middle
East and North Africa region. Now, we’re seeing miraculous growth, even in times
of war and crisis. In light of these changes, there is a critical need for discipleship

training and spiritual resources – for both new and mature believers alike.

https://www.lsesd.org/donate/
https://www.lsesd.org/donate/
https://www.lsesd.org/donate/
https://www.facebook.com/LSESD
https://twitter.com/LSESD
https://www.instagram.com/lsesd/
https://www.lsesd.org/donate/
https://www2.baylor.edu/baylorproud/2022/02/beirut-missionary-quartet-attribute-their-ability-to-serve-to-a-well-rounded-baylor-education/
https://youtu.be/l2lgjkfi_K8
https://open.spotify.com/show/3j7PA5GmExn7POcE6bQ9mJ?si=f6acc47056e741d6
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2022/february/lebanon-christians-baptists-maronite-catholics-cooperation.html
https://www.lsesd.org/newslettersignup/
http://www.lsesd.org/
https://www.mebo.org/
http://www.mebo.org/

