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Editor's Note
By Sarah Jennings

“Our role is to pray, and the Lord will provide.
Nothing is impossible for Him.”
This is the faith of Abissa*, a Syrian refugee who you’ll meet
later in this newsletter. She began going to a local church
after a ladies’ discipleship group reached out, and ever since
the church has helped their family in many different ways –
medical care, food vouchers, and even a job with dignity.
This church may not have much to spare, but their sacrifice
has blessed Abissa in life-changing ways.

His master said to
him, ‘Well done,
good and faithful
servant. You have
been faithful over
a little; I will set
you over much.
Enter into the joy
of your master.'
Matthew 25:23

Like the parable of the talents, God blesses those who are
faithful with the small things, oftentimes giving them the joy
of a larger harvest than expected! We’ll share stories of
people trusting in God’s provision throughout this
newsletter.
For example, the church of a South Sudanese ABTS graduate
started under trees, but this year the congregation was able
to build the first church in the area. Similarly, DMAH is
trusted with the gift of Arabic Christian resources, and they
are continuing to invest in these resources by creating
spaces for people to interact with this rich content. The
Northern Ireland team started small, but grew almost
miraculously, bringing volunteers from six different
churches.
May we never bury God’s gifts, but trust that his generosity
will never fail for those who call on him.
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YOU'RE INVITED
Next year, we will come together to praise God for 25 years of ministry in Lebanon and across the Arab World. As
we give thanks and set a vision for the future, we invite our partners from across the globe to join us for five days
of fellowship, exchange, and biblical sightseeing.

What is happening?
From 26 September to 1 October 2023, we will join together in Beirut, Lebanon.
The schedule will include:
Worship
Plenary sessions with theological and regional perspectives
Vision-casting workshops
Biblical heritage tour
ABTS seminary graduation
Volunteering opportunities
Optional: Prior to this event, Arab Baptist Theological Seminary (ABTS) is hosting their annual Middle East
Consultation (MEC) 2023 with ministry leaders from all over the MENA region. These sessions will be offered in
either Arabic or English with simultaneous translation.

Planning to Come?
Please save the date on your calendars, and we will send official registration information in early 2023. If you want
to continue receiving updates, please fill out the pre-registration form below.

PRE-REGISTRATION

MORE DETAILS
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MEET ABISSA:
THE LORD
WILL PROVIDE
INTERVIEW BY SOPHIE
NASRALLAH, MERATH
COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER

We are from Afrin, Syria. The war broke out and
everything around us got destroyed so we had to
leave our home. We have been living in Lebanon since
2018 with our two boys (now 5 and 2 years old) and it
hasn’t been easy. My husband is deaf and mute. He
was like that before but it got worse due to the fear
and trauma of the war. So it made it very difficult for
him to find work and our financial situation has long
been terrible.
Eventually he found a job in a bakery, but his
employer was very abusive and he felt very
humiliated. He worked there for 3 years and
exhausted himself for a very small salary. He used to
leave the house at 4:30 AM and come back at 3 PM. He
never had a day off, was forbidden to take our older
son there, could never sit down, eat or drink anything
from the bakery, and he did all the preparing, cooking,
and cleaning. He would also bring ingredients at home
in the evening so I can prepare them for the next day. I
never got paid for that work. When I tried to complain
to the owner on his behalf, he told me I should thank
God that he was allowing him to work there in the
first place despite his handicap.
Our landlord tells us the same thing when we try to
advocate that the rent is too expensive for us. The
place is very small, the ceiling is leaking whenever it
rains, and yet he wants to double the price of rent and
charge us LBP 1,000,000 every month. We cannot
afford it but he says he should ask even more and is
doing us a favor.
Another big issue is that we have no money to afford
medical care. My husband went through a lot of health
issues and suffered terrible back pain but he couldn’t
get any treatment or medicine.

I myself developed kidney stones from drinking tap
water, and I had a complicated delivery for my second
son. He had to be born by C-section but it left me with
a lot of debt and I couldn’t afford the post-surgery
treatment and medication. It was so painful and I kept
bleeding. I have no family here to help me. So it meant
so much to me that my friends from the church
bought the medicine I needed and stood by me. I thank
God for these people!
I first met people from the church by attending one of
their discipleship groups. I was pregnant at the time. A
lady from the group started praying with me even
though she didn’t know me. It made me cry, I couldn’t
stop anymore. I got to know the ladies in the group
and later decided to join the church as well because I
saw God’s hand in every situation I went through. Day
by day, I felt Jesus was working in my life.

My faith and the support from the church
changed my life. I feel so much better and
even my husband feels more peace. What
helps me the most is the milk and diapers
and the food vouchers. They complement
each other, because the milk I receive from
the church is not enough to cover my sons’
needs. So I use part of the food voucher to
get additional milk for my children. I
would rather starve than letting my
children go hungry or malnourished.
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Abissa’s husband at his new workplace and their older son.

I usually have enough left on the voucher to buy
other basic food necessities, like oil, sugar, or tea. I
also received a hygiene kit filled with much needed
items for the house, and the church helps me with
other expenses like rent, or whatever they are able to
provide.
The pastor visited my house two months ago and saw
how tired, skinnier, and isolated my husband was. He
also was in a lot of physical pain because of his back
pain. The pastor took him to the doctor and paid for
his medication. Ultimately, it is also the pastor who
found a new job for my husband. I had been praying
so long about it, it was truly an answer to prayer! He
started yesterday and is now happily working in the
bakery run by the church. He is his own boss there
and no one humiliates him. He is comfortable and at
ease.
My main hope for the future is that my children can
receive an education. I want them to have a better
future and not need help from anybody.

My older son is 5 years old and he should join school
next year. Our neighbors’ kids are all at school already
and he asks me why he isn’t at school too. I also never
was able to throw him a birthday party when he sees
our neighbors celebrate theirs. He came home crying
heavily one day because of that. It breaks my heart
and it is tough because no matter how much you try
to explain things to them, they are still too young to
understand.
We have been through a lot of difficult times, but I
thank God for the church and the people there that
stood by us. I believe that God is with us because He
has been speaking to me. I once saw Jesus in a dream,
holding my hand and telling me “your place is not
here, come with me and I will give you a place”, then
taking me somewhere beautiful where everything was
greenery and trees. He then told me “you belong here,
not there”. I tell my children and my husband that
despite all the trials, God will not leave us behind. Our
role is to pray, and the Lord will provide. Nothing is
impossible for Him.

GIVE TO MERATH
MERATH partner churches respond to the needs
of the most vulnerable around them, in practical
ways and in the context of relationship. By
doing so, they show Jesus’ love to their
neighbors and remind them that God has not
abandoned them.

SUPPORT THEIR EFFORTS
Abissa and her youngest son drinking milk.
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CREATING ROOM
FOR DIALOGUE
BY SANDRA EL HAJJ BAZ
DMAH PUBLISHING &
COMMUNICATIONS
MANAGER

Oftentimes, change is hard, but when it comes with a
vision, it paves the way for new aspirations. As the
Bible says, “where there is no vision, the people are
discouraged.”
After more than 60 years of providing valuable
Arabic Christian resources for the Church,
organizations, and the wider MENA community,
DMAH is now exploring new realms to continue
proclaiming Christ, equipping the Church, and
fostering Gospel-shaped living.
As individuals, churches, and ministries, we have
changed in many areas in the past couple of years,
and so have our societies at large. In line with our
ministry's intrinsic purpose to equip and encourage
the body of Christ, we found ourselves naturally
striving to meet the evolving spiritual needs and cater
to the constantly fluctuating aspects of our daily lives.

We have been focusing this past year on creating a
crucial space for people to interact with the rich
content of our locally written and translated
resources, whether through online platforms,
interactive book launches or fellowship-oriented
events.
Current and future pastors, teachers, seminary
students, and leaders ought to be equipped with more
solid theological and spiritual resources to
continuously grow and faithfully edify God’s people.
Christians from different backgrounds and ages want
to come together to talk, be nurtured and nurture
others in return. Especially post-COVID, people are
hungry for spaces to gather together.
The inevitable socio-cultural transformation plays a
pivotal role in this approach and requires us to
integrate digital technology into how we present our
books to better deliver spiritual and educational
content to the Arab world.
With this new momentum, our ultimate goal as a
faith-based publishing house will continue to be
“coming in the unity of the faith, and of the
knowledge of the son of God, unto a perfect man,
unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of
Christ.” (Ephesians 4: 13)

People worship together at a recent book launching.
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NEW BOOKS
IN PROGRESS
As a publishing house, we are continually surveying
the needs of our community and taking counsel from
partners. Then, the editorial team carefully selects titles
and authors in line with our publishing principles.
Currently we are editing several locally written texts.
Here are a few highlights:
Senior Bible Curriculum for Schools, Toni Haddad
Philosophy of Christian Religion, Hani Hanna
Political Theology, MENATE
James, Hebrews, Romans, and Evil & Suffering,
Imad Shehhadeh
A Voice for Arab Women series, Various Authors
Arab Christian Theology, Wageeh Youssef
On the right side, you can view some of the English
language books that we are currently translating into
Arabic for dispersal across the MENA region.

A man poses with books purchased at the Cairo book fair this year.

A COMMUNITY FOR DIALOGUE
In 2022, DMAH increased its physical presence in the
community, hosting workshops for Arab female
authors, a conversational seminar on science and
faith, a kids fun day, a pastors training day, and other
book launchings.

READ BLOG
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HOW GOD IS WORKING IN
THE MOST DIFFICULT OF PLACES
This article was originally published in the ABTS monthly newsletter.

During his time at ABTS, Awad, our 2020 graduate
from South Sudan, was often a source of
encouragement to his fellow students and to staff and
faculty alike. Today, serving in one of the most
unreached areas of South Sudan, where witchcraft
and ancestor worship are common practice, Awad
continues to reflect Christ and act as a source of
encouragement, not only for the community in his
village, but also for us here at ABTS.
When we transitioned to the hybrid Integrated
Theology Program in early 2020, Awad faced some
obstacles in continuing his education while serving in
South Sudan, especially with the lack of internet
connection in his village and with how difficult
transportation is in his area. Still, through the Lord’s
grace and Awad’s perseverance, he was able to finish
his degree and graduate later in 2020.

"My experience studying at ABTS
changed my life for the better. Before I
went to seminary, I had difficulties with
public speaking, which impacted my
ability to serve with groups, and so I used
to stick to outreach to individuals or small
groups. At seminary, I learned how to
lead services, give sermons, and tailor
what I say to be relevant and suit my
context. I’ve also learned to be gentle and
empathetic when I approach others."
— Awad, ABTS graduate

Awad had always felt called to reach out to others
with the love of Jesus. When he began serving in his
village after graduating, Awad had a vision to share
the gospel with the unreached people in his
community. “These areas do not have any churches,”
shared Awad, “and people rely heavily on evil spirits.”
He first started out by sharing the gospel with his
family.

Awad shared: "My father had initially been resistant to
God. He would resort to witchcraft and praying to our
ancestors for healing, but he experienced the healing
power of Christ and changed. Now, he leads worship
when I am away. My family used to pray around a
pagan alter every day after dinner. When they came to
Christ, I helped them learn how to pray. Now, after
dinner, we pray to Christ and have a Bible study
together."
Between May 2020 and June 2021, Awad and his
ministry team carried out many home visits and
shared the gospel in the area. As they sat with the
people and prayed with them, many would
experience Christ and come to faith. Soon, the
ministry team began holding Bible studies,
discipleship sessions, outreach meetings, and a
children’s ministry, all under the trees in the fields of
the village.
Awad shared: "It was difficult at first, especially since
people were so used to resorting to their gods and to
black magic. With time, however, the Lord began to
work miracles among the people. A lady who lived
near the field where we gathered told us that the bird
the sorcerers kept used to annoy the people in the
area by making noises all night long, but since we
started praying for the community, the bird stopped
bothering them. The son of one of the elders in the
area was sick and had almost gone blind. His father
had tried all the sorcerers and witches but to no avail.
We prayed for his son, and he experienced complete
healing! The son is now one of the best singers in the
worship team! I praise the Lord for His mercy!"
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“There is nothing more left from life
other than seeing our kids studying,
reaching places, and seeing them happy.
That’s our dream."
- Fawaz,
Syrian father of six

On December 6, the ministry officially announced the
founding of the church. By July 2021, a congregation
was growing in Awoda village, and several members
of the community wanted to be baptized, but the
church did not have access to an outlet from the Nile
River. “We waited till the rain came and filled up the
ponds so we could have our baptisms,” shared Awad.
When Awad and his ministry team began to serve the
community in Awoda village, they had reached out to
the authorities and informed them that they intended
to plant a church in the area. The authorities had
welcomed the idea and gave the church a field in the
village where they could gather and build their
church, but the church could not afford to build a
church building, so the congregation met under the
trees. The Lord continued doing miracles among the
community, and, through His grace, the congregation
was able to build the first church in the area in early
2022! Talking about how the Lord has grown the
ministry in Awoda village, Awad shared:
"I thank the Lord for His providence and guidance.
The past year has been full of blessings, despite all the
hardships we have gone through. We recently began a
children’s ministry for orphaned children who live in
an orphanage in the village. We support their
education and help them with clothes and relief aid.
We began training and discipling young ministry
leaders earlier this year so that they can take on
ministerial responsibilities more effectively. We have
also been focusing on outreach to five different areas
around my village. We carry out the outreach
ministry by gathering people and showing them a
movie about Christ, which creates opportunities for
us to share the gospel with them.

Of course, serving in South Sudan is not without its
challenges. Telling us about the challenges, Awad
explained:
"Because people are so used to worshiping idols, it is
not easy for them to transition to worshiping Christ as
the only Lord and Savior. It takes a lot of prayer from
the ministry team, and it takes time for the people to
change their worshiping habits. Still, God is good and
has been working miracles in the community. Another
difficulty is the economic situation in the area. Many
are underprivileged. This is why we launched a
farming project where the crops we produce go to the
families in the community. Anything we do not use
we sell for extra funds when needed. The last
challenge we face is with the literacy of the
population. Because of the poor living conditions,
many do not know how to write or read. So, we rely
as much as possible on audio/visual Bible resources.
The movie about Christ, for example, is a good way to
communicate the gospel in this community."
We thank the Lord for using Awad to show His love to
people in South Sudan and for allowing us to play a
small part in Awad’s formation as a minister for the
Kingdom. We ask you to lift up Awad and his ministry
with us in prayer:
"Please pray that the Lord works among the people in
my village. Pray that He makes their hearts receptive
to the gospel. We need to know how to help them
become familiar with church worship. Pray also for
the economic situation. Many children here go
without education. Finally, pray for the ministry team,
that we continue to grow in His grace as effective and
purposeful servants of His will."

EQUIPPING MEN AND WOMEN FOR FAITHFUL SERVICE
ABTS offers specialized learning resources and trains faithful men and
women for effective service. Their vision is to see God glorified, people
reconciled, and communities restored through the Church in the Arab world.

MORE FROM ABTS
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GOSPEL WITNESS
THROUGH MEDICAL CARE

This fall, a medical team from Northern Ireland came to Lebanon to share their experience and skills. They
volunteered with local churches to set up short-term medical clinics for the surrounding community,
further strengthening the witness of those churches in their areas.

STAFF PICKS
LISTEN

LISTEN
CityAlight, a band that
produces songs for the
church, shares this
modern hymn.

This modern
instrumental music is
inspired by passages
of Scripture.

None of this would be possible if it
weren’t for you, our faithful partners,
friends and loyal supporters.

PARTNER IN OUR MINISTRY

www.lsesd.org

| www.mebo.org

Sign up for LSESD's newsletter at
www.lsesd.org/newslettersignup/

LSESD benefits from the support of MEBO, a 501(c)(3) corporation based in Atlanta, GA, in raising awareness and support among our US friends.
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