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L S E S D  -  I m p a c t  R e p o r t

No matter where you live, it is obvious we live in an 

unstable world.  

Lebanon is now in year three of economic freefall 

with no end in sight. Endurance is running thin, not 

just for us, but also for our partners. The Ukraine  

crisis shocked the world, leading to rippling 

shortages and increased costs everywhere. 

Foundations feel especially weak, despite 

regulations, policies, and security agreements 

between governments.  

So, it’s caused us to ask, like David in the Psalms: 

when foundations are destroyed, what can the 

righteous do? (Psalm 11:3) 

We trust that God is in control, so whatever work 

He begins – He will finish. Nothing we do is in vain. 

In times like these, our communities desperately 

need a Church that demonstrates the unwavering 

and practical love of Christ. This is what drives 

us at the LSESD and MEBO family of ministries 

to continue strengthening the Church through 

inclusive education, community development, and 

church discipleship.  

This year, we have focused on deepening our 

relationships with local partners and adapting our 

work to the new ‘state of crisis’ we live in. On every 

level, this has required thinking outside of the box 

and developing resiliency. We are so grateful for 

the many partners who have sustained us this year. 

Together, we pray to be loud witnesses to God’s 

great love and faithfulness.  

He
will hold us  F A S T 

Dr. Carolyn Bishop

Board Chairperson | MEBO 

Dr.  Nabil Costa

Chief Executive Officer | LSESD



LEBANON
A Year In Review*

A series of CLASHES ERUPT in the Tayouneh 
neighborhood of Beirut during a protest against 
the judge investigating the 2020 port explosion.  

The Lebanese government charges the governor 
of the central bank and his brother for ILLICIT 
ENRICHMENT. The CB governor is still in office. 

Russia invades Ukraine, INCREASING THE 
COST AND DECREASING THE SUPPLY 

of wheat, cooking oil, and fuel. 

Another overloaded boat capsizes off the 
coast of Tripoli, as people attempt to flee 

Lebanon amid a MASSIVE EXODUS.

The country’s two largest power stations 
shut down, while nationwide POWER CUTS

 are still ongoing. 
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LEBANON

TODAY

SEPTEMBER

16
Lebanese BANKS temporarily

 SHUT DOWN for three days, following
 a repeated storming of banks by depositors 

seeking to retrieve their savings. 

PRESIDENT AOUN’s term in office officially ends,
 leaving in his wake a POWER VACUUM.

CHOLERA SPREADS in Lebanon, on the heels of recent wave 
in Syria with 20,000 suspected cases. 

TRIPLE DIGIT INFLATION and disappearing 
government subsidies push 80% of Lebanese 
under the POVERTY line and 90% of Syrian 
refugees under the extreme poverty line. 

Lebanon marks the two-year anniversary 
of the 2020 BEIRUT EXPLOSION. 
More of the port silos collapse. 

The Lebanese people VOTE IN A NEW PARLIAMENT.
 Very few new faces are elected, 

and this results in little political change. 

L S E S D  -  I m p a c t  R e p o r t

BEIRUT 

EXPLOSION

S o u r c e s  a v a i l a b l e  u p o n  r e q u e s t 

Watch History of Lebanon Video 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ln72i650xtw


An Integrated and Holistic Family of Ministries
We believe proclaiming the Gospel goes hand in hand with demonstrating the Gospel. 

Jesus both fed the hungry and offered Himself as the bread of life. We aim to imitate  

His holistic ministry by caring for the whole person — mind, body, and soul.



L S E S D  -  I m p a c t  R e p o r t
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COMMUNITY D
EVELOPMENT

LSESD is a Lebanese nonprofit that seeks to 

strengthen the witness of the Church in the Arab 

World through inclusive education, community 

development, and church discipleship. Increasingly, 

across all ministries, we are providing emergency 

relief to the various populations we serve, as the 

crisis in Lebanon escalates. 

MEBO exists to serve as the US fiscal sponsor and 

a bridge of support from global believers to LSESD.

CHURCH DISCIPLESHIP

ABTS | Arab Baptist Theological Seminary

DMAH | Dar Manhal Al Hayat

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

BCYM | Baptist Children & Youth Ministry

MERATH | Middle East Revive & Thrive

INCLUSIVE EDUCATION

BBS | Beirut Baptist School

SKILD Center | Smart Kids with Individual Learning Difficulties
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A Time for 
Discernment 

and Growth 

At ABTS, the vision is to see God glorified, people 

reconciled, and communities restored through the 

Church in the Arab world. The mission is to serve 

the Church in our region as it realizes its Biblical 

mission of having Christ acknowledged as Lord 

by offering specialized learning resources and 

equipping faithful men and women for effective 

service. This past year, God has allowed the ABTS 

team to pursue this mission for yet another year 

while also learning to pursue Him constantly. 

As such, this year was a hallmark year where the 

seminary got to see the fruit of the changes the 

Lord has taken it through since 2019.

Through daily chapel, faculty meetings and 

retreats, leadership team meetings and retreats, 

inside and outside the classroom, the team’s focus 

was to know Him and His will for and through the 

seminary. Through this collective discernment, 

they made every effort to be faithful and obedient 

to what He has called them to do. 

Early in 2022, the seminary was able to celebrate 

the launch of an Arabic digital theological library, 

a resource that will greatly enrich theological 

scholarship in the Arabic language. Furthermore, 

the seminary’s new library building and research 

center is nearing completion and will act as a hub for 

academics, theologians, and church members and 

ministers alike. The academic programs continued 

to grow and provided theological education and 

biblical formation to leaders across the Arab world 

and Arab diaspora. In addition, the team developed 

a Master of Theology program and started a  vital 

publishing project that will also serve the Arabic-

speaking church. Moreover, the seminary saw God 

stretching it to serve the local churches through 

non-formal and peacemaking training.

The greatest fruit the Lord allowed ABTS to see this 

past year was the personal and ministerial growth 

of the students and graduates. On October 1, 2022 

the seminary held the first in-person graduation 

ceremony since the pandemic. ABTS celebrated 18 

students who answered God’s call to work in His 

field. Hearing and seeing firsthand how the Lord is 

using their theological education for the growth of 

His Kingdom was a reminder to press on and obey 

His call because His word does not return empty.

https://menate.almanhal.com
https://abtslebanon.org/portfolio-item/a-valuable-resource-for-the-arab-church/
https://abtslebanon.org/portfolio-item/a-valuable-resource-for-the-arab-church/


A B T S  -  A r a b  B a p t i s t  T h e o l o g i c a l  S e m i n a r y

18

302

154

students graduated 
from ABTS on  
October 1, 2022 

students were enrolled 
in the various formal 
programs 

people participated 
in Middle East 
Consultation (MEC) 
2022

Khebz w Meleh groups 
completed in Lebanon 
and Sudan 

peacemaking and non-
formal trainings held 
for local churches 

beneficiaries reached 
by peacebuilding and 
peacemaking training

10

14

>400

K e y  F i g u r e s  2 0 2 1  |  2 0 2 2

https://abtslebanon.org/peacemaking/khebz-w-meleh/ 
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Te s t i m o n i e s  a n d  F e e d b a c k

Jalil, MEC* participant

“Yemen has to deal with a war that has negatively 

impacted every Yemeni home. I found MEC 2022 

to be timely because, today, every Yemeni citizen 

is in dire need of peace. As an ambassador for 

the Prince of Peace, I will strive to be a source of 

hope to many. Through my ministry in Yemen, I 

will continue to offer moral and financial support 

in the form of economic empowerment so 

Yemeni families can earn their own income and 

become self-sustainable. I will continue to share 

the message of the gospel without diluting it yet 

without undermining other people’s beliefs.”

Lilaf, ABTS student

“In 2016, I accepted the Lord Jesus as a personal 

savior, and then He called me to lead home 

groups, to disciple others and teach them God’s 

word. Studying theology has helped me so much 

in the Lord’s field. So often, people would ask me 

questions that I couldn’t answer, but studying 

theology helped me find the right answers. I needed 

to study theology to share the gospel with non-

Christians and serve families better.”

Moufid, pastor of a local church 

“The non-formal training (NFT) workshops are very 

helpful for the newer generation of believers who 

are hard-pressed for time and who want to serve 

the Lord effectively with all their hearts but cannot 

compromise on their careers or their education. 

The condensed format of the NFTs allows them to 

grow in their theological knowledge and be formed 

into more effective ministers in a shorter amount 

of time.”

Te s t i m o n i e s  a n d  F e e d b a c k

*MEC stands for Middle East 

Consultation, an annual 

conference hosted by ABTS.



D M A H  -  D a r  M a n h a l  A l  H a y a t

Creating Space 
to Explore  

God’s Word

Dar Manhal Al Hayat (DMAH) is a Christian  

publishing house with a mission to 

proclaim Christ, equip the Church, and encourage 

Gospel-shaped living among Arabic speaking 

communities through relevant Christian and 

educational resources.  

During the past year, and with the return from 

COVID-19 restrictions, the DMAH team was excited 

to return to in-person events and bookfairs, creating 

outreach opportunities in countries and regions 

where Christian presence is scarce. Book fairs 

provide a platform for truth seekers to come forth 

and explore matters of faith and religion. Likewise, 

DMAH sought to create a much-needed space for 

dialogue and conversation around theological and 

contemporary topics. Through that, the goal is to 

encourage critical thinking guided by truth found in 

God’s word, which is the ultimate standard for us in 

all matters of faith and practice. 

As part of DMAH’s academic theological textbooks 

project, DMAH held a conversational seminar on 

the Between Science and Faith trilogy by Dr. Riad 

Kassis, a renowned Lebanese scholar. Another 

conversational seminar was organized to discuss 

the doctrine of the Trinity in an Islamic context, with 

regards to Dr. Imad Shehade’s book, God is With Us 

and Without Us.  

In addition to publishing and distributing children’s 

story books and picture Bibles, DMAH works hard 

on making available biblical activity books every 

Christmas, Easter, and summer season to children 

in disadvantaged situations. This year, the team 

was also blessed with the opportunity to host a 

family outreach event in collaboration with other 

LSESD ministries. Finally, in an initiative to publish 

Christian resources that relate to the experience 

of women in the Church and the community,  

the Voice for Arab Women book project trained 

Arab women and equipped them with writing 

skills to narrate their experiences, messages,  

and success stories.  

Next year’s pipeline of books is exciting as well, 

and the hope for all of these resources is to see 

a transformed Arab World by promoting a holistic 

understanding of the Gospel. 
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K e y  F i g u r e s  2 0 2 1  |  2 0 2 2

books published:  

21 translated 

24 locally written

distributed or sold at 
highly subsidized rates

children’s activity 
books freely 
distributed  

book fairs attended

book launchings

trainings and 
workshops held

children’s event

book categories

45

20,035

12,050

4
2
3

1
5



D M A H  -  D a r  M a n h a l  A l  H a y a t

Te s t i m o n i e s  a n d  F e e d b a c k

 Lina*, recipient of the book 
during a free distribution

“I wrestled with despair and hopelessness. 

I thought I had hit rock bottom. Hope was nowhere 

to be found! Then I read your book, When Your 

World Falls Apart, and it proved me wrong. It was 

like oxygen to a suffocating soul. It gave me hope 

and energy for tomorrow.”

 Father Mina,  
a book fair attendee in Egypt 

“The book fair is our annual dose of oxygen to our 

spiritual lungs that we wait for from year to year. 

We lack resources in our area to study the word 

of God and to have new ideas and studies. We 

also benefit from the huge discount because our 

income is very low. We come in a bus for hours to 

get new resources at affordable prices.”

Hiba, a Voice for Arab Women 
workshop attendee  

“All this inspires me to reach more women,  

especially Arab women, to help them view 

themselves the right way, to know that God created 

them beautiful, and that the injustices and suffering 

they are going through are not from God, but from 

society and from people. I want them to have a strong 

relationship with God and to be the genuine, complete, 

and free selves that God created them to be”

Names were changed  

to protect the individuals’  privacy. 
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Trusting 
God to 

Provide 

Middle East Revive & Thrive (MERATH) comes 

alongside local churches and faith-based 

organizations to help them implement relief and 

development projects for vulnerable individuals 

and families in Syria, Lebanon, and Iraq, in basic 

needs, education, child protection, livelihoods 

and recovery.

In a year where crisis was the status quo, the primary 

challenge was to sustain existing partnerships, 

both by anticipating new obstacles and by tailoring 

projects to be more impactful where needed. 

Meanwhile, the desperation in Lebanon and Syria 

only intensified as the ripple effect of the Russian 

invasion of Ukraine created growing scarcities of 

fuel, wheat, and available funds. This forced an 

adjustment in prices and even the quantity of basic 

needs assistance available.  

The needs are greater, but the solutions grow more 

complicated.  

In response, MERATH focused on deepening 

relationships with long-standing partners. This 

yielded new resourceful ways of working together, 

such as innovative agricultural pilots in Lebanon, a 

new partnership with a church-run clinic in Beirut, 

and a psychosocial support project for women at 

risk in Syria. While the circumstances of refugees 

remain desperate, the team also worked with 

partners to help additional groups, such as more 

Lebanese families and migrant workers in highly 

vulnerable situations.  

This intentional commitment strengthened 

relationships with local church partners, who have 

likewise built long-term trust in their communities. 

This enabled a larger enrollment at partner 

learning spaces and Child Friendly Spaces. At the 

same time, basic needs assistance decreased, 

finishing out 20 months of the emergency Beirut 

blast assistance. Nevertheless, the strategy was 

always to anticipate increasing needs and plan 

for a sustained response. This allowed MERATH 

to support local church partners longer than the 

average of other Beirut blast programs, amid rising 

humanitarian needs.  

Even if the situation does not improve, there is no 

doubt that God is using these local church partners 

as powerful witnesses of His love and faithfulness 

in the community. Thank you to the many partners 

who have stood by their side. May God be glorified 

in everything!



M E R AT H  -  M i d d l e  E a s t  R e v i v e  &  T h r i v e

860

147

250

people benefited from 
agricultural projects

people benefited from 
shelter rehabilitation 

individuals benefited 
from vocational 
trainings and adult 
literacy classes

K e y  F i g u r e s  2 0 2 1  |  2 0 2 2

LIVELIHOODS AND 
RECOVERY

84,000

54,000

5,400

7,000

2,400

people provided 
with food assistance 

people provided with 
winter items  

families provided with 
diapers, milk, and 
feminine pads

families provided with 
hygiene kits

individuals 
received medical 
assistance

BASIC NEEDS

1,710

690

2,400

children enrolled 
in 8 partner learning 
centers in Lebanon 

children enrolled in 3 
partner Child Friendly 
Spaces in Syria

children reached with 
psychosocial support 
activities or counseling

EDUCATION AND 
CHILD PROTECTION
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Te s t i m o n i e s  a n d  F e e d b a c k

 Fadia*, Lebanese grandmother

“It was destiny for me to meet Rania from the church. 

Besides the diapers for my grandsons, she helped 

our family with many things like a heater and food 

vouchers. Before her, I felt we were going to die at 

home. When I give the diapers to my grandsons, my 

heart feels happy. Rania has been helping us so much 

and stood by us even in the hardest times. She is a 

great believer and ever since she came into our lives, 

so many things have changed for the better. We have 

seen God at work thanks to her. When she prays for 

us, He answers. My hope and faith in God got bigger 

and it never stopped. There is no justice on this earth, 

but God never leaves anyone behind.”

Maha*, Syrian mother

“Since you last saw us, our situation has become more 

difficult. I am extremely concerned with the future, 

even more so since the start of the war in Ukraine. 

Now the price of bread is so high that we worry 

whether we will be able to afford it the next day. To 

this day, the only safe haven for our children has been 

the church learning center. They tell me they wouldn’t 

mind being there from morning to night! They feel 

valued, and they love their teachers dearly. Thanks to 

the support from the church, our faith has increased. I 

have become very close to Jesus. I am now 100% sure 

that He is with us and that He listens to our prayers. 

All this time we used to ask ourselves why we didn’t 

get the chance to travel somewhere else. But now we 

trust that God has better plans for us.”

Names were changed  

to protect the individuals’ privacy. 



B C Y M  -  B a p t i s t  C h i l d r e n  &  Yo u t h  M i n i s t r y

Ordinary People,
 Extraordinary God

The mission of Baptist Children and Youth Ministry 

(BCYM) is to identify, encourage, and equip young 

believers to serve the children and youth in their 

communities through the embrace of the Church. 

Ever since the pandemic, BCYM has experienced 

a transformation to match the current climate in 

Lebanon. This started small with the Camp-In-

A-Box projects, which enabled us to reach new 

churches and partnerships. At the same time, the 

team observed a need for encouragement and 

training in local churches, as Lebanon’s severe 

economic and social challenges drive many youth 

and church leaders to emigrate. Especially for small 

churches in Lebanon, there are rarely dedicated 

children or youth pastors to organize camps and 

trainings, and furthermore, resources are scarce 

with the economic crisis. However, there are many 

willing, passionate volunteers in these churches, 

but what they need is a catalyst. 

This gap is where BCYM has focused its efforts 

this year, with the goal of equipping young  

church leaders and lay people to serve in their 

communities. So far, three clusters of ministries 

have formed in different regions: Chouf, South 

Lebanon, and the Bekaa valley. From Maghdouche, 

BCYM is now expanding to Saida and Mieh w 

Mieh. From Sem’aniye, BCYM reached Ain Zhalta 

and Maaroufiye. Most of these connections came 

organically through camps and worship nights, 

where a church member saw what was happening 

and then asked BCYM to host a similar endeavor 

in their community too. Each of these clusters 

answers a specific need. The Bekaa cluster was 

a revitalization project of a local church, whereas 

the Chouf cluster supported church plants in Druze 

area. In South Lebanon, the team is working with 

the existing church to serve and equip their children. 

As the ministry continues to grow, we pray that a 

new generation of young men and women will rise 

up to take on responsibilities and initiatives within 

the children and youth ministries of the Lebanese 

churches and to reach out to the communities 

around them with God’s love. 
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3

13

clusters launched in 
different regions from 
the Chouf to Mount 
Lebanon to the
Bekaa Valley

events hosted for 
children, families, 
and youth

children impacted 
across Lebanon 
through camps  
and worship nights

partner churches 
collaborated with for 
2021-2022 programs

denominations 
reached through 
church partnerships

1,600

7

5



B C Y M  -  B a p t i s t  C h i l d r e n  &  Yo u t h  M i n i s t r y

Te s t i m o n i e s  a n d  F e e d b a c k

Daisy, church partner in Zahle 

“Yesterday we [Daisy and her husband Ramzi] were 

visiting a family of two kids in the Sunday school, 

Romel and Chloe. While we were sitting in their home, 

the mother said that after the kids came back from 

the camp in Khirbe, they were changed. They were 

being very careful in their behaviors. The information 

shared penetrated their hearts, and they are trying to 

live out what they heard, by their ears, their eyes, their 

hands, and their feet. [The camp’s theme Dir Belak (Be 

Careful) focused on helping kids understand how to 

both guard their senses and celebrate them as gifts 

from God.] Thank the Lord! God’s Word doesn’t fall to 

the ground. It doesn’t return void. We are praying – the 

Lord is able to do something that we can’t imagine.”

Matthieu, 
French pastor and camp volunteer

“We are ordinary people, but we have an extraordinary 

God who uses us to do extraordinary things.”

Ghina, BCYM Senior Officer 

“During a worship event in Maghdouche, a woman 

named Ada was passing on the street. Later, Ada told 

one of the women there, ‘I passed by this place, and 

I heard you singing with the kids. You taught me this 

when I was in Sunday school, and that makes me 

want to send my child to the church again.’ This made 

us incredibly happy.”
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Teaching 
God’s Love 
Amid Crisis

Beirut Baptist School (BBS) is a K-12 inclusive 

school committed to rigorous, relevant, and holistic 

education. After 67 years of service, BBS remains 

true to its mission of cultivating and inspiring 

diverse learners in mind, body, and spirit to become 

responsible citizens and successful lifelong learners. 

With no clear end in sight, Lebanon is facing a 

nationwide educational crisis prompted by the 

devaluation of the local currency on which schools 

operate. On the one hand, the mass exodus of 

qualified teachers to better paying jobs or more 

stable countries is creating unmediated gaps in 

the staff body. On the other hand, more parents are 

finding it difficult to meet the inevitable inflation of 

schools’ tuition fees and expenses. In the case of 

Beirut Baptist School, the income from tuition this 

year dropped to just 8% of its value when compared 

to the same time in 2018. Nonetheless, the support 

of faithful partners enabled BBS to stay afloat for 

another year, ending it with a 100% passing rate for 

the grade 9 and 12 government official exams. 

For the 2022-2023 academic year, BBS has the 

blessed opportunity to serve the largest number of 

registered students so far, of which more than 90% 

are from non-Christian backgrounds. After many 

neighboring schools shut down their special education 

divisions, the BBS SMART program welcomed the 

highest number of students since its opening in 2018. 

The team is grateful for the teachers who stayed at 

BBS despite the difficult circumstances, and for the 

parents who are going above and beyond to entrust 

the staff with their children’s minds, bodies, and 

spirits. The prayer for each year of weekly chapel and 

Bible classes is for each student and staff member 

to experience God’s love for them as individuals, and 

to live by the school motto “You shall know the truth, 

and the truth will set you free”. 

With each passing year, the vision becomes 

increasingly fixated on seeing empowered learners 

and educators think creatively and reason critically. 

BBS has become much more than just a school. 

The hope is that the way the school gives back to 

the community will continue in the lives of students, 

guided by ethical and spiritual values. May BBS 

continue to be a lighthouse in the heart of Beirut, 

a seed of hope where societal reform is possible 

through wholesome education. 



B B S  -  B e i r u t  B a p t i s t  S c h o o l

KG3 graduates

grade 12 graduates

students

SMART* students

current teachers & staff

students receiving 
financial aid

208

354

107

79

1,470

132

K e y  F i g u r e s  2 0 2 1  |  2 0 2 2

* BBS’s SMART Program serves 

students with learning difficulties 

and special needs
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Te s t i m o n i e s  a n d  F e e d b a c k

Karim*, BBS teacher for 10 years 

“I am staying at BBS, because I trust that you will be 

taking good care of me and my family, even though 

you are not able to increase my salary. You are giving 

me food and fuel vouchers, and you also supported 

me for some medical expenses. I am very grateful to 

be a member of this family.” 

Samir, BBS Class of 2022 graduate

“They taught about God in chapel and in Bible 

sessions in class. They taught us in a way that kept 

our attention and used God’s Word in real life. They 

related it to our everyday life and made it interesting 

for the non-Christian students to want to learn and 

listen to it. This definitely had a positive impact on  

my faith.”

Mona*, BBS alumna 
and mother of 3 BBS students 

“I graduated from BBS, and it has had a positive 

impact on my life. During this tough and difficult time, 

I know that BBS is the refuge and the only safe place 

for my kids. Without the financial aid, my kids would 

have to stay at home.”



S K I L D  C e n t e r  -   S m a r t  K i d s  w i t h  I n d i v i d u a l  L e a r n i n g  D i f f e r e n c e s

Hope for a 
Bright Future

Smart Kids with Individual Learning Differences 

(SKILD) is a specialized center whose team strives 

to see every child in Lebanon and the Middle East 

recognized for their potential and valued as an integral 

part of society. Their mission is to bring about an 

inclusive society by providing individualized support 

and care for children with learning difficulties. SKILD 

aims to bring the love of Christ to a marginalized 

student population, largely misunderstood and 

rejected by their communities.  

The team is grateful to have been blessed with 

another year of loving partners, dedicated staff, and a 

faithfully passionate management team. For the first 

time in eleven years in ministry, SKILD had to create 

a waiting list for assessments and stop immediate 

scheduling, as the need for assessments became 

too high for the capacities of the team. This was a 

blessing in disguise, as it means that awareness of 

learning difficulties is reaching more parents and 

moving them to seek consultations for their struggling 

children. It demonstrated the trust that parents and 

schools have in SKILD and its credibility. However, it 

also reflected a major challenge for SKILD this year, 

which was the continual loss of qualified therapists. 

Their specialized skillset allows them to seek better 

opportunities outside of Lebanon, where brain drain 

is the new normal. 

This year was also a chance to further develop 

digital outreach and widen the e-library to include 

puppet videos for children with special needs on 

social emotional learning. In addition, an awareness 

campaign for parents was launched on televisions 

and websites. The campaign reached more than 

three million viewers! 

To end the academic year with a happy twist, the 

IDEAL Program offered hope for a bright future for 

young adults with special needs, as the year one 

learners are now enrolled in internships off-campus. 

After successfully completing their first year, the eight 

students in the university program welcomed 10 new 

peers in the fall semester. 
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19
55
40

500

56

70

IDEAL PROGRAM 

students served

peer mentors impacted

regular students received 
learning accommodations

CENTER- & SCHOOL-BASED
(including public schools)

total number of children 
served

parents reached through 
Parent2Parent support group

NIGHT TO SHINE 

participants in  
Night to Shine program

K e y  F i g u r e s  2 0 2 1  |  2 0 2 2

200

3

350

250

PSYCHOSOCIAL SUPPORT 
FOR SYRIAN REFUGEE 
CHILDREN

children served

DIGITAL OUTREACH 

million views of parent 
awareness campaign 

TRAINING 
AND AWARENESS 

participants in National Day 
for Students with Learning 
Difficulties

participants in workshops 
and capacity building
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Te s t i m o n i e s  a n d  F e e d b a c k

Tina*, mother in the Parent2Parent 
support group 

“I felt that I’m not alone. There are people like me, and 

there are children with special needs. My hope is that 

everyone would respect a child with special needs.”

Rania*, mother whose daughter 
attended Night to Shine 

“Nadine taught me true love, kindness, self-

confidence, and tenderness. As a message to other 

parents: Please be patient, show them all the love and 

care they need, they are a blessing from God. Preserve 

it as much as possible.”

Joseph*, IDEAL Program learner

“I am very excited to be at NDU [Notre Dame 

University-Louaize]. I will definitely do well on my 

first semester. Whatever [tests] Mrs. Lama gives 

me; I will do my best to get a perfect score… I will do 

public speaking just like the TED Talks, so I am super 

excited to be at this university.”

Names were changed  

to protect the individuals’ privacy. 
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Supporting 
our Church 

Network

Our mission is to strengthen the witness of the 

Church in the Arab World. As Lebanon has changed 

these past three years, LSESD began new projects 

in line with our vision to see churches flourish and 

communities transformed in Lebanon. 

The Lebanese population has endured compound 

crises due to government mismanagement, regional 

instability, and global struggles in the aftermath 

of COVID-19. As of October 2022, the Lebanese 

currency is worth only 4% of its original value. 

Meanwhile, the Lebanese government lifted crucial 

subsidies, abandoning the Lebanese to manage by 

themselves.  

Through the collaboration and hard work of the local 

churches, LSESD provided relief to vulnerable families 

for more than three years through food vouchers and 

medical assistance, in parallel with MERATH’s basic 

needs program. LSESD also continued the “Ministry 

of Presence” project, where hot and nutritious 

meals were distributed to the families infected with 

COVID-19, while checking up on them and praying 

with them. Then with the decline in Lebanon’s 

situation, Christmas became a distant memory 

for many of when times were better. However, the 

support of generous partners blessed children with 

gifts, goodie bags, and food last Christmas. Through 

these church partners, each child hears a message of 

hope, and we pray they all left knowing that God has 

not forgotten them in this time of hardship. 

Finally, the crisis also impacted ministry operations, 

both in power shortages to campus buildings and 

the devaluation of staff salaries. A special ministry 

sustainability fund provided PV solar systems to 

ensure essential operations and increased salary 

support to offset inflation.  

May God be glorified and His provision unmistakable 

in all of this! 



887

8,787

households provided 
with food vouchers

children given 
Christmas goodies, 
gifts, and meals 

people received 
medical assistance

buildings equipped 
with phase 1 of a solar 
energy project (LSESD 
office and on-campus 
residence)

776

2

K e y  F i g u r e s  2 0 2 1  |  2 0 2 2
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Te s t i m o n i e s  a n d  F e e d b a c k

Noor*, older girl after 
a Christmas meal at church 

“Our childhood was stolen from us. We come to 

the education center and then we go to work in the 

afternoon. We don’t have toys; we don’t have time to 

play. So, thank you for thinking of us and for giving 

us games.”

Story of Rachel*, whose family 
receives food vouchers 

73-year-old Tony* and his wife Sandra* live with their 

daughter, Rachel* who provides as much as she 

can for the family through her inconsistent income. 

Sandra suffers from breast cancer, but the treatment 

is incredibly expensive and difficult to acquire in 

Lebanon. The food vouchers cannot help much; 

however, they provide some comfort to the family to 

know they are not left alone and that there are still 

people, organizations and churches that stand by 

their community.

Story of George*, an 83-year-old 
recipient of food vouchers 

With no source of income, George suffers from 

heart problems, and Maria suffers from high blood 

pressure, lipid disorder and dizziness. The cost of 

medications has increased more than 10 times due to 

the gradual removal of the subsidies on medications. 

The food vouchers allow the elderly couple to go to 

the store and buy what they need at their discretion. 

This offers a feeling of dignity in that they can pay for 

the items they need.

Names were changed  

to protect the individuals’  privacy. 



BECAUSE GOD LOVED FIRST

We praise God for 25 years of ministry in Lebanon and across the Arab World. 
As we give thanks and set a vision for the future, we invite our partners from 
across the globe to join us in Lebanon for five days of fellowship, exchange,  
and biblical sightseeing. 

Y O U ’ R E  I N V I T E D

Please save the date on your calendars, 
and we will send official registration 
information in early 2023. Early 
registrations will receive priority for 
booking at the ABTS guesthouse on the 
LSESD campus, a less expensive option 
than nearby hotel accommodations.

Scan Code for

Pre-Registration

or 

CLICK HERE

https://www.lsesd.org/loving-god-and-neighbor-together/
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G E T  I N V O L V E D

    VISIT

Come visit Lebanon (in-person or virtually!) 
and become an advocate for advancing the 
Kingdom of God in this part of the world. 

 PRAY

Pray for endurance for those giving care,  
an understanding of God’s love by those 
receiving care, and changed hearts for  
those leading our country.

 READ

Sign up for our monthly newsletter, filled with 
stories and videos of what God is doing in 
Lebanon and across the Middle East.

 GIVE

Take part in our growing ministries and  
equip the local Church to continue meeting  
emerging needs. 

Prayer
Needs

Donate

Subscribe

Plan
Your
Trip

https://www.lsesd.org/pray/
https://www.lsesd.org/pray/
https://www.lsesd.org/donate/
https://www.lsesd.org/donate/
https://www.lsesd.org/newslettersignup/
https://www.lsesd.org/newslettersignup/
https://www.lsesd.org/visit-us/
https://www.lsesd.org/visit-us/
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- in alphabetical order -

E D I T O R S
Sarah Jennings

Wissam Nasrallah

L A Y O U T  &  D E S I G N

Michelle Enkiri

C O N T R I B U T O R S

P H O T O  C R E D I T S

Safeguarding Considerations

All photos were taken with informed consent.

 Some names were changed to protect individuals.

C r e d i t s

Rebecca Massouh

Sophie Nasrallah

John Saliba 

Marian Choueifati

Daniella Daou

Loulwa El Maalouf

Habib Atwi

Celine Lahoud

Sarah Jennings

Christina Khamis

Rebecca Massouh

Sophie Nasrallah 
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Lebanese Society for Educational
 & Social Development ( LSESD)

Blata Street | PO Box 165 
Mansourieh El Maten 

LEBANON

+ 961 4 400250

information@Lsesd.org

 

Middle East Bible Outreach (MEBO)

1633 Mt. Vernon Road, Suite 300
Atlanta, GA 30338

+1 404-395-2696

information@mebo.org

www.mebo.org

@MEBO.org

@MEBO.org

MEBO is a registered 501(c)(3) organization 

 and a member of the Evangelical Council 

 for Financial Accountability (ECFA). 

www.Lsesd.org 

@LSESD

@LSESD

@lsesd

@LSESDLebanon

https://mebo.org/
https://www.facebook.com/MEBO.org
https://www.facebook.com/MEBO.org
https://www.facebook.com/MEBO.org
https://mebo.org
https://mebo.org
https://mebo.org
http://www.lsesd.org
http://www.Lsesd.org
https://www.facebook.com/LSESD
https://www.instagram.com/lsesd/
https://twitter.com/LSESD
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMzFlpj-6hyQvXd2mUJMtTQ

